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PLANNING COMMISSION 

CITY OF SEBASTOPOL                      SEBASTOPOL YOUTH ANNEX 

MINUTES OF MAY 09, 2017                      425 MORRIS STREET 

           

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

The notice of the meeting was posted on May 04, 2017. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  Please turn off all cell phones and pagers during the meeting. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Fritz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL:  

Present: Chair Fritz, and Commissioners Fernandez, R. Jacob, 

and Glaser 

Absent: Commissioner M. Jacob (excused) 

 Commissioner Douch (excused) 

 Commissioner Kelley (excused) 

 Commissioner Doyle (excused) 

   Staff:  Kenyon Webster, Planning Director 

     Rebecca Mansour, Planning Technician 

 

3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR:  The Commission’s rules of order specify that election of 

officers should take place at the first meeting of April each year, or at a later meeting as 

necessary.  The Commission elected a new Chair at the April 25 meeting; election of Vice-

Chair was continued. 

 

The Commission agreed to defer this matter until more members of the Commission were 

present. 

http://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/
mailto:kplan@sonic.net
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4. APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES:  April 25, 2017. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. 

 

Commissioner R. Jacob seconded the motion. 

 

AYES: Chair Fritz, and Commissioners Fernandez, Glaser and R. Jacob 

 NOES:  None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

5. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA - This is for items not 

on the agenda, but that are related to the responsibilities of the Planning Commission or 

City Council.  The Commission and Council receive any such comments, but under law, 

may not act on them.  If there are a large number of persons wishing to speak under this 

item, speaking time may be reduced to less than 3 minutes, or if there is more than 15 

minutes of testimony, the item may be moved to the end of the meeting to allow 

agendized business to be conducted. 

 

There were none. 

 

6. STATEMENTS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  There were none. 

 

7. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Update on Future Agendas, Action of Other 

Boards and City Council) 

 

Director Webster provided the following update: 

 Encouraged Commissioner’s to speak clearly into the microphone now that 

meetings are being live streamed. 

 Last night, the City Council Housing Subcommittee held one of their forums. 

- The Subcommittee received a presentation from the Director of the Sonoma 

County Community Development Commission as well as the head of Burbank 

Housing which is the largest affordable housing developer in Sonoma County.   

- The next Subcommittee meeting will be held on May 22.  The Committee is 

hoping to get input on an action plan from attendees.   

- The last Subcommittee meeting will be held on June 12.  The meeting will be 

devoted to the subject of rent control. 

 On May 15, the Council is going to have a special meeting focusing on long-term 

liabilities associated with the Public Employee Retirement System (PERS) to get a 

better understanding of what those long-term implications are for the City.  

Depending on what the conclusions are, the City may adjust their plans for how to 

address those. 

 At the regular Council meeting on May 16, the Council will begin their budget 

deliberations. 

 At the regular Council meeting on June 6, the Council will receive a presentation 

about the concept for the ‘Pine Grove Square’ project. 

 Unless an item is continued from tonight, the next regularly scheduled Planning 

Commission meeting on May 23 will likely be cancelled. 

 The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting will be held on June 

13. 

 

The Commission asked questions of staff. 
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8. CONSENT CALENDAR (PUBLIC HEARING IF REQUESTED):  (none) 

 

9. DISCUSSION: 

 

A. MINOR USE PERMIT:  Minor Use Permit application requesting to establish a 

small automotive sales lot that specializes in selling adventure vehicles but also 

offers rental and tourism services.  The business is proposed to be located at 

6791 Sebastopol Avenue, which is zoned Downtown Core and includes other 

businesses.  The site was previously utilized for used car sales. 

 

Director Webster presented the staff report. 

 

The Commission had no questions for Director Webster. 

 

Chair Fritz asked if the applicant wished to make a presentation. 

 

The applicant, Matt Lonardo, gave a brief presentation and was available for questions. 

 

Chair Fritz asked if members of the public wished to speak on this item. 

 

Hearing none, Chair Fritz closed the public comment period and brought it back to the 

Commission. 

 

The Commission asked questions of Mr. Lonardo. 

 

Commissioner Glaser asked a clarifying question of staff. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez commented that this use fits in here. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez made a motion to approve the application as submitted. 

 

Commissioner Glaser seconded the motion. 

 

AYES: Chair Fritz, and Commissioners Fernandez, Glaser and R. Jacob 

 NOES:  None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

10. DISCUSSION: 

 

A. SEBASTOPOL PARK AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES ANNUAL REPORT:  

The General Plan calls for an annual report on park issues.  The report describes 

facilities and identifies various issues. 

 

Director Webster presented the staff report. 

 

The Commission asked questions of Director Webster. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez asked a procedural question of Director Webster. 

 

Director Webster noted that, outside of this meeting, the Commission could email him 

with other thoughts that they may have.  The version of this staff report, which goes to 

the Council, will be updated to reflect feedback from the Commission and others. 
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Chair Fritz asked if members of the public wished to comment on this item. 

 

Terri Tachovsky, a resident of Sebastopol, commented: 

 Works with Sebastopol Area Time Bank which is under Cittaslow. 

 Sometimes their orientations are held at O’Reilly or Brookhaven School.  As she 

understands it, both charge a use fee and an hourly fee. 

 It would be nice for community organizations to have a place where they would not 

have to pay those fees, especially for something like an orientation. 

 Thanked the Commission for their time. 

 

Hearing nothing further, Chair Fritz closed the public comment period and brought it back 

to the Commission for discussion. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez asked a procedural question of Director Webster. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez commented: 

 It would be nice to include the use of our schools, during non-school hours, as an 

option. 

 An ideal location for a trash can to be secured is on the Joe Rodota Trail, where the 

trail splits to either continue to Santa Rosa or to turn onto Morris Street.  In his 

experience, sometimes there is a trash can there, and sometimes there isn’t. 

 With regards to signage at Ives Park, he suggested consideration of the use of 

screen signs.  These type of signs can be seen from the front when looking directly 

at them, but from behind, you can see straight through them. 

 There is a need for wayfinding signs on the bike trail, in a number of locations.  He 

listed the area that comes out behind the bike store on Morris Street and the area 

that comes out behind Analy High School, as examples. 

 There have been successful volunteer-based cleanup days in the past at the 

Railroad Forest.  Asked staff if there are more on the horizon. 

 

Director Webster responded: 

 Met with the Laguna Foundation last week regarding volunteer projects.  There has 

been some interest from one of the Rotary Clubs about volunteer efforts.  The 

current discussion has been about the Americorps trail which relates to a planned 

project. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez commented: 

 The Railroad Forest gets pretty clogged up and could use additional efforts to clean 

it up. 

 Asked about opportunities for large groups to come forward with their ideas in 

hopes of getting specific volunteer-based clean up or other improvements 

completed. 

 

Director Webster responded: 

 It can be problematic when groups come forward with their ideas for specific 

improvements. 

 Would be preferred for those groups to come forward and ask the City what it 

needs done. 

 

Commissioner Fernandez referred to the open space at the end of Palm Avenue and asked 

staff if that was City property. 
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Director Webster responded that the open space at the end of Palm Avenue is part of the 

Laguna Uplands, which is owned by the Laguna Foundation, and has an Open Space 

easement on it. 

 

Commissioner Glaser asked Director Webster if the City conducts regular surveys to 

compare its fees with those of other jurisdictions. 

 

Director Webster responded that, aside from his own research for purposes of writing this 

report, the City has not done that type of survey. 

 

Commissioner Glaser commented: 

 Suggested that fees be look at in terms of their being fee neutral or not, that a 

survey be conducted, and that as a result, the fees be adjusted accordingly. 

 Spoke on an area that he was familiar with that allowed use of school park land 

with the condition that the City maintain those facilities.  In this case, that 

arrangement worked pretty well. 

 Suggested that leases include some part of the facility being left open to other 

people. 

 

Chair Fritz commented: 

 Agreed that there is something that can and should be done with the user fee 

schedule. 

 It makes sense and would be reasonable to charge more, especially for bigger 

events that impact the parks, neighborhood and other nearby facilities. 

 It makes sense to prioritize maintenance over acquisitions and new facilities. 

 Suggested expanding on the adopt-a-landscape program by creating some type of 

bigger adopt-a-park program would could allow for sponsorship opportunities by 

businesses of local organizations, which could provide a revenue opportunity. 

 Expressed being all for tree replacement along Main Street.  The Flowering Pear 

trees are rather sad looking.  Good street trees lend to more revenue for 

businesses due to the fact that a nicer environment is created.  Suggested finding 

ways to support merchants to allay their fears.  Suggested encouraging blade signs 

as they would be easier to see. 

 A seasonal maintenance contract would probably be a good idea. 

 

With nothing further, the Commission concluded their discussion of this matter. 

 

11. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  There were none. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT:  Chair Fritz adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. to the next regular 

meeting of the Commission.  The meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Sebastopol Youth Annex, 425 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA  95472. 

 

Respectfully Submitted By: 

 

 

Kenyon Webster 

Planning Director 


