Agenda ltem Number: g
Agenda Report Reviewed by:

City Manager:
CITY OF SEBASTOPOL

CITY COUNCIL

STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date: February 2, 2016
To: Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers
From: City Manager Larry McLaughlin

City Clerk Mary Gourley

Subject: Discussion and Action of Planning Commission Appointment Due to Resignation of

Former Planning Commissioner Scot Stegeman
Recommendation: That the City Council Discuss and Make Appointment to the Vacancy on the City of

Sebastopol Planning Commission

Funding: Currently Budgeted: Yes No _XX N/A
Net General Fund Cost:
Amount: $

INTRODUCTION: This item is to request that the City Council Discuss and Make Appointment to the

Vacancy on the Planning Commission

BACKGROUND:

The Planning Commission meets the 2nd and 4t Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Sebastopol
Youth Annex, 425 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA. The members of the Planning Commission shall be from
among residents of the City of Sebastopol or shall be the owner of a business within the City of Sebastopol.
The Planning Commission consists of seven members.

Of those seven members, three terms ended on December 31, 2015, and City staff advertised in the
newspaper, posted to City media and emailed to distribution lists the notice of those vacancies. Five
applications were received and the City Council at a special meeting of January 12, 2016 conducted
interviews of those five applications and made appointments for Planning Commission terms for those
three positions.

On January 8, 2016, City staff received an email from City Planning Commissioner Scot Stegeman advising
the City that Mr. Stegeman was resigning from this position effective January 1, 2016. City staff notified the
City Council as well as including this information in the City Staff Report for the Meeting of January 12,
2016. This item was discussed and in consistency with transparency and openness, City staff was directed
to notice this vacancy per City procedures.

DISCUSSION:

At the meeting of January 11, 2016, the City Council received five applications for three vacancies on the
Planning Commission. Applicant Paul Fritz and Applicant Geoffrey Skinner were not successfully
appointed to the Planning Commission but indicated their support for including their applications for this
vacancy. The Council was in consensus that if no further applications were received, the two applicants
would not need to be re-interviewed by the Council would consider their applications. The City Clerk
noticed the vacancy in the Sonoma West Time and News, City Hall Bulletin Board and various other media
outlets on several separate occasions and received no further applications.
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RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the City Council Discuss the applications from Paul Fritz and Geoffrey Skinner and

Make Appointment to the Vacancy on the Planning Commission

Attachment:
Applications
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Name of Applicant: ___ Paul Fritz

What special interests, skills and {alents would you Bing to this board, commission, or commiitee?

| a2 Hoensed avchitect and am familiar with the responsibilities of the Planming Commission and the
part i plays in the entitlement process. in my architesture practice | have worked en many affordable
housing projects which often require general plan amendinents, densily bonuses andfor zoning code
varlances. This expericnce has helned me understand the nuances of general plans, zoning codes and

refated planning documents.

t have o pardoular nterest In urhan design and planning iszuee and regularly read about current plabning
issuss, | wriie 2 blog aheout urban design and planhing issues as they relate (¢ small towns. lam a
mermber of an organization cailed Streng Towne that advoeates for development that supports financtaity
sirong and vesilient commtmitics. | am interested in hringing this nowledge to the Commission. tan a
goad listener and iy to consider all poinis of view when reviewing an iesue. t have besn involved with
planning issues in Schastopol for soms thve, most recently as a member of The Core Prajest,

Pleaae list any college. professional or vocational schools you have attended with major subject studied, daies
and any earned degress; .

wiiami University, Bachelor of Environmental Design, 1990
University of California, Berkeley, Master of frchitecture, 1984

Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:

Flease state why vou walld lilke to hecome & rrember of this hoard, comsnission or Cominitiee, including what
sippecific objectives you would be warking toward as a member of this body:

Having served an the GPALT [ am interested in saniinuing the work of the General Plan update progess
and erafiing a General Plan that lays out goals, policies and actions (o guide Schastopol ot apath io
economic, social and environmental restliency. P would e to see our dowrdown core develop infe =
vibrant, human-gcaled, prosperous place that reflects our unigue community, §weould lilke to strengthen
the Hrkages hetween our neighborhoode and emphasize mados of travel other than the private car, §
think we need to profect our wrban growth boundary and focus new development within this area in ordey
o profect the opeh space and agricutiurat jands at our border, As the pianning commission alse
oversees park development we have an opportuntty and responsibiiity to suppoert the development of
Tomaodachi Park end redevelopiment of ives Park {o heller serve our sownnunity it 2 way that balancss
ocur needs ard the needs of the laguns soosysiam,

irstionfemplovment that might be desmed s cordlict of interest in perorming
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Name of Applicant: ___Paul Fritz

PLEASE ANSWER QUESTIONS BELOW AND SUBMIT WITH THE APPLICATION:

What do vou think gualifies you to be appointed io this board/commiittee/commission?

As an avchitect, | understand the mandate of the Planning Commission and its role in decision-making s
i relates to the General Plan, Zoning Code, growth and developrment issues, One of the roles of the
Planning Commission i to enforce General Plan policles. As a member of the GPAC, [ am intimately
Fernitiar with the General Plan update and am in posiiion to understand the goals and policies as outlined
in the Generat Plan. The General Plar will set the siage for revisions (o the Zoning Code and other ity
ordinarces and nolicies.

o

| have been engaged it planning related issuss for some years in Schastupot as a private citizennand as a
member of the grassroeits organization, The Core Prolect. | regularty read about surrent urban design
and planning issues and consider their application to my cohvnunity. | am a good Hetener and
considerate of ofher pecpie’s opinions,

i live in Sebastopal and have & husiness located downtown. § am conwnitied to worling to build on
Sehastopol's asseie I creaiing a strong and resitient conmmunity.

Are there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concenirale on?

| think the Planning Commission should focus on sreating a vibrant and safe envirenment Tor the
commtnity. | veoutd like te bring some balance to planning decisions that have long pricritized the car ot
the expense of peapie. | thinlt we ave making progress, but havs some way o go. | believe woe need to
wnprove the connestions between our neighborhoods so that peaple feeh safe leaving the cav behind and
walidng and kiking around town as much as possille.

i think we shouid fecus development in our aiready deveioped areas and protest our uwrban growth
noundary. There is & great deal of opporiunity 1o develop at higher densiiies i town that will aitow for s
buman soale while protecting our adiacent agricultural londs and natural scosysiems.

The Commission should he focused on policies and development proposals that support our existing
nusinesses and atiow them to thrive. Along with proposat that will allow the city and Hs residents (o
thrive as well. | am coneerned that much of cur development is “fow-value’ and that we have an
opporiunily to increase the value of our community Tor long-term resitiancy by orafiing our zoning code
and General Plan to encourage high-value development,

fwould slso ike 1o foeus on some of the planning ldeas thet wers recormmended through the SDAT
4 rze part of several vears age. | thinl there wers many great idess recommendatt by the
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Name of Applicant: ___ Paul Fritz

If appointed, how would you handle it if anoiher board/committes/commission member vehemently disagrees
with vourr gomimenis on a regular basis?

| would not expect all commizsion members to agree on all issues. P'w sure there will be disagreement. it
may also follow that there may be consisient disagreement between members. it is o seven wember
hoard and decisions are nade by a vote. | would iry o explzin my positions as clearly as possible in
hopes of huilding agreement, but ! weuld respect the declston of the majority even if [disagiee,

tHow would you handle & siiuaiion where a proposal comes before your board/commities/commiission that the
City staff finds consistent with City poiicies and standards, but that you personzlly do not suppRort?

1 wotld make my disagreement olear in the public hearing and ask staff {o clarily theiv posiion, If § sl
disagree with staff's position | would voie as | see appropriate on the issue at hand.
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Name of Applicant Geofirey Skinner

Instructions:

Use this form to apply io serve on any of the City of Sebastopol's Boards, Gommitiees or
Commissions. Please complete the entire form. If a question does not apply, please note as
not applicable. Please deliver completed form, by the date and time due, to the City Clerk.
Al applications will be reviewed by the City Council. Please note your information wili not be
made public unless otherwise indicated. I appointed, you have a choice whether you wish
to have your contact information made public.

Name: Geofirey Skinner
Home Address, City, Siate and Zip Code:
Sebastopol, CA 95472

Home Phone Number:

If appointed, do you want this number o be available {o the public?

oYes xiNo

Worlk Phone Number: &8

If appointed, do you want this number 1o be avallable to the public?

oYes xNo

Facsimile Number:,

If appointed, do you want this number o be available o the public?

oYes xiNo



Name of Applicart Geofivey Skinney
E-Maill Address:

If appointed, do you want this address to be available o the publie?

oYes xio

iered voter in Sebasiopol?

If &0, for how iohg?

i

Most recently, the Ocleber 2015 mesting. | have allendad & number of other
GCommission meelings over the vears.
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Name of Applicant Geoifrey Skinner

Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please
list position held and dates:

o Sebastopol General Plan Advisory Commitiee (2015)

¢ Sechastopol Compieie Strests Advisory Commiitee, Member ai large
(2015/2016); Vice Chair (2012/2013-2014/2015)

s Sebastopol Downiown Sireeiscape Commitiee (2013)

o Sonoma County-wide Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Sebasiopol
Citizen Representative (2011 to present)

Please list civic or charitable organization 1o which you belong or have belonged:

o Sonoma County Bicyele Coalition (2012 o present)
o Sonoima County Land Trust {2013 io present)

o LANTERN (New Library for Sebastopol) (2013-2014)
o Sebasiopol Creek Stewards (2012 to present)

o Sebastopol Library Advisory Beoard (2004-2007)

o Sonocma County Trails Council {(2007-2013)

s The Trail Cenier (Palo Alto ) (1987-2003)

Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? I so. please list position held and
daiss:

o LANTERN (New Library for Sebastopol): Board member (20913-2014)

o  Sonoma County Trails Council: President, Vice-President and Board member
(2007-2013}

o The Trail Center {(Palo Alto): President, Board member (1291-2003)

What special interesis, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or
commitiee’?

I grew up in Sebastopol, and have both interest and knowledge of Sebastopol’s
history and development patiterns. As an aduli, | have had a long-timme interest in
planning issues, spurred in part by conversations with my sister who worked for the
Sonoma County PRMD for many years. Since returning to Scbastopol in 2004, | have
expanded my knowledge of both planning and historical issues in various ways -
through my role as a walk leader for Sebastopol Walks, through participating in
numerous development, planning and land use public mestings, and this past year,
as a member of the GPAC. | have good research skills that serve me well as librarvian
and waik leader ~ and would be a strength that | would bring to the Commission. As
a walk leader, | have also strengthened my public speaking skills.
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Name of Applicant Geofirey Skinner

Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have atiended with major
subject studied, dates and any earned degrees:

o Stantord University, 1981-1285: B.A. in English and Music

o Foothill Junior College, 1993-1995: courseworlk in biology, statistics and
chemisiry

o San Jose State University, School of Library and Information Science: MLIS,
2003

Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:
Soneoma County Bicycle Coalition: Bicycle Commuter of the Year, 2013

Please state why you would like to become a member of this board, commission or
Committee, including whai specific objectives you would be working toward as a member of

this body:

| have served on the Complete Sireets Advisory Commiiiee for several years and
would like the opportunity to contribuie more direcily to decision-making for land-
use issues in the Cliy, particularly as the GPAC comes 1o a close. The GP update
process has been an invaluable experience in learning about the depth and breadth
of planning issues thai can come before the City.

If appointed, | would be particularly interested in:

o Opportunities for inclusionary/affordable housing

o Susiainable development

o Historic preservation

o Renewing and revising the Urban Growih Boundary and Sphere of Influence

» Opporiunilies io strengthen economic diversity both downtown/Barlow and
ouilying business disiricts

o Opportunities for increased public open space and improving existing parks
and preserves

o Walkable developmeni/neighborhoods

o Opporiunitics to expand use of non-singls motorized transportation and non-
single driver privaite vehicles

Are you associated with any organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of
interest in performing your duties if appointed io this position?

¥¥es xNo
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Name of Applicant Geofirey Skinner
If yes, please state name of organization/employment:_

Sonoma County Library (in the unlikely event that plans for new library should be
brought to the Commission during the upcoming term); also Sebasiopol Creek
Stewards (should issues relating io Sebasiopol’s cresks come up)

City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to voie on matiers where there
exists a potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial
relationship with the applicant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict

arises?

x¥es oNo
How did you hear about this opening?
Email from Kenyon Webster

Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing
your application?

1 would be honored to serve as a Planning Commissioner for the City of Sebasiopol. |
realize we have had very litile development over the past several years and my
experience on the GPAC has provided me with a good understanding of the
opporiunities and barriers io additional development within the City. The slow rate of
developmeni and limitations make the issues that do come before the Commission
even more impertant, as economy continues io improve, | believe the Commission
will see a number of new proposals that help shape the City's future; § believe as a
member of the Comumission, | can play a valuable role in providing excellent
guidance to the Council.

s

Applicant's Name (PLEASE PRINT): Geofirey Skinner

Applicant's Signature

Date: 11/28/15
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Name of Applicant: _Geoffrey Skinner

PLEASE ANSWER QUESTIONS BELOW AND SUBMIT WITH THE APPLICATION: What do
you think qualifies you to be appoinied o this board/commitiee/commission?

As noted above, my knowledge of the City’s history, my sldlis as a researcher, and my
experience with planning issues both as a private citizen and as a member of Sonoma
County-wide Bicycle and Pedesirian Advisory Commitiee, Sebastopol Downtown
Sireetscape Committee, Sebastopol Compleie Sireeis Advisory Cominitiee, and GPAC.

Are there particular issues you think the board/commiitee/commission should concentrate
on?

Alihough | feel the areas noted above are all impeoriant, | would call out in pariiculay the
issue of affordable and inclusionary housing. The price of housing in the City is
increasingly making it difficult, if not impossible, for lower to middle income residents to
remain. If we wani 10 avold becoiming an enclave only for the wealihy and have a business
community serving only the very well-heeled, we will likely need to make a number of
imporiant and thoughtful decisions over the coming years.

How should community comiments be integrated into the board/comimitiee/commission
decision-making process?

Community comments should be considered, bui not necessarily bz the driver for
decisions. Public commenis are often a good way of expanding the scope ot
conversaiion, but may not represeni the community at large; one of the important tasks of,
the Conunission is o weigh those comments critically and come to weil-considered
decisions that may run conirary to public comments.

if appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member
vehemently disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?

i would first seek (o privaiely come o an understanding of the dynaimic with the other
member and seel ways of worling betier with her or him: | would also seck the advice of
the Chair or cthers on the Commission. As a new member, | would expect to work with at
least one menior who could help guides me. | would alse eriticsily review my own
comiments to judge how much weight to give the other member's vehemence, particularly
if my commenis were not alone in receiving such strong disagreement.
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Name of Applicant: Geoffrey Skinner

How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your
board/commitiee/commission that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and

standards, but that you personally do not support?

As an appoinied member of the Commission, my first and foremost duty would be 1o
follow the City policies and standards. | believe that does leave room to quesiion and
propose changes fo those policies and standards should an issue arise that runs
counier to my undersianding of the best course for the City. | would seek to oppese a
proposal that | wouldn’t personally support only afier studied consideration.



