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Meeting Date: September 20, 2016
To: Mayor and City Council
From: Kenyon Webster, Planning Director
Subject: Wayfinding Sign Program Design Options
Recommendation:  Provide Design Direction
Funding: Currently Budgeted: _x__ Yes No N/A

Net General Fund Cost:
If Cost to Other Fund(s):
Yes No X N/A

Introduction:

The City re-initiated the Wayfinding Sign program, which had been suspended several years
ago when the redevelopment agency was eliminated.

At the first stage of the project, the City’s consultant, Studio L'Image, developed design options
for Council review and direction. On June 21 of this year the Council selected a design for
further development.

At this time, several color and other design options are presented for review and direction.

Background:

The Wayfinding Sign program is intended to reduce visual clutter, provide design consistency,
enhance community identity, and improve wayfinding to key destinations. The project includes
vehicle-oriented signs, pedestrian-oriented signs, City entry (gateway) signs, and major City
facility signs. The gateway signs would replace the current wooden entry signs. Some City
facilities lack identification, and simple signs with a consistent design would be created to
provide basic identification. The consultant was also asked to provide designs that reduced
fabrication/replacement costs from the original program, which required relatively expensive
signs.

At this time, project funding is for design only. A separate budget allocation will be needed to
implement the project.

On June 21, 2016, the Council selected a preferred design which is reflected in the attached
color alternatives.

Design Options:




The consultant has developed several color options for Council and public review. The intent of
the presentation of these options is for any interested members of the public to provide
comments, and for the Council to select a color scheme.

A second design issue is also presented in the materials: the selection of the design for the
‘gateway’ signs which would replace the existing wooden signs. Staff suggests consideration of
the vertical signs, which will provide more flexibility in siting in areas of limited size. Another
issue discussed by the Council was the orientation of the word ‘Sebastopol’ for the vertical
signs.

There are also several other design issues, including whether a logo should be included on
gateway signs; some sign shape options; pictograph usage and ‘transit hub’ band usage; and
any comments on an overall map and a ‘pedline’ map.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Council hear a presentation by the City’s consultant, receive any
public input, and:

1. Make a color sefection

2. Make a gateway sign design selection
3. Provide any other design direction

Attachment: Wayfinding sign program design options
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