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Meeting Date:  November 18, 2015   
Agenda Item:  8B 
To:   Design Review Board  
From:   Jonathan Atkinson, Assistant Planner  
Subject:  Major Design Review  
Recommendation: Provide Comments and Continue Review  
Applicant/Owner: Huck Hensley   
File Number:  2015-101  
Address:  6791 Sebastopol Avenue 
CEQA Status:  Categorical Exemption: Section 15311: Class 11  
General Plan:  Downtown Core  
Zoning:  CD: Downtown Core  
   
Introduction: 
 
This is a Major Design Review application, requesting approval to establish a 
sign program for The Ford Building at 6791 Sebastopol Avenue.  The site 
was formerly home to Ford of Sebastopol, which closed in 2007.  It is current-
ly home to Attico, an antique home furnishings store, and recently home to 
Coleman Auto, which is a used car dealership that relocated to 885 
Gravenstein Highway North in 2015.      
 
The Design Review Board approved a Minor Design Review application in 
2013 for a number of building and site improvements: Façade enhancements, 
a new roof, new doors, office lofts, and landscaping.  A number of building 
and site improvements have taken place subsequent to the Design Review 
Board approval, and the building is expected to have a mix of office, retail, 
and other tenants. 
 
Project Description: 
 
The sign program includes allowances for the following signs: 
 
• Wall Signs: Each ground floor tenant with an exterior entrance will be al-

lowed to install one wall sign on the east elevation of the building.  The 
tenant that is directly accessible from Sebastopol Avenue will be allowed 
to install one sign on both the east and north elevations. It is undeter-
mined if the signs will contain illumination or not.   

 
One wall sign will be installed above the main lobby entrance on the east 
elevation that reads: “6791: The Ford Building.”  Sign dimensions, sign 
area, and illumination are undetermined.   
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• Projecting Signs: Each ground floor tenant with an exterior entrance will 
be allowed to install one projecting sign that has a maximum sign area of 
7 square feet.  Each sign will be allowed to have a maximum diameter of 
3 feet, if circular, or maximum dimensions of 2 feet by 3 feet and 6 inches, 
if rectangular.  All projecting signs will be required to have a minimum 
clearance of 7 feet and 6 inches.  It is undetermined if signs will contain il-
lumination or not.     

 
• Monument Sign: A freestanding multitenant monument sign that 

measures 8 feet (height) by 9 feet (width) will be installed 5 feet from the 
sidewalk on Sebastopol Avenue and to the east of The Ford Building.  
The sign will read “6791: The Ford Building” and list each tenant on shin-
gles that measure one foot by 4 feet.  The sign would have a sign area of 
72 square feet and contain external illumination but specific light fixtures 
have not been identified.  It is undetermined if the sign will be double-
sided or not.   

 
• Window Signs: Each ground floor tenant without an exterior entrance and 

second floor tenants will install one window sign.  Sign dimensions, sign 
area, and illumination are undetermined.   
 

• Total Allowable Sign Area for Tenants: Each ground floor tenant with an 
exterior entrance will be allowed to have a total sign area of 36 square 
feet.  Total sign area for all other tenants has not been identified.     

 
• Existing Sign: The existing projecting sign that reads “Service” on the 

north elevation along Sebastopol Avenue would remain as a nod to the 
building’s historical use as Ford of Sebastopol.    

 
• Interior Signs: Each ground floor tenant without an exterior entrance and 

second floor tenants will have an interior lobby sign that is identical to the 
tenant listing on the monument sign.   

 
Environmental Review: 
 
The application is categorically exempt from the requirements of the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15311, Class 11, 
which exempts the installation of on-premise signs. 
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Zoning Ordinance Consistency: 
 
The sign program is subject to the following provisions of the Zoning Ordi-
nance: 
 

Section 17.230.050.A: General Sign Standards and Regulations 
 
(3) The width of a building frontage on a public street or right-of-way, ex-
cluding alleys or service ways, shall be used to calculate the allowable sign 
area.  If a building houses more than one (1) tenant space, the total sign 
area permitted for each tenant space shall be calculated as follows: 
 
Sign Area = Total Allowable Sign Area (based on total building frontage) 
                                        Number of Tenant Spaces 
 
The maximum sign area permitted for each tenant at 6791 Sebastopol is 
7.75 square feet, given that the site has a total building frontage on Sebas-
topol Avenue of 60 feet and could have up to 10 tenants. 
 
Sign Area = 77.5 Square Feet  = 7.75 Square Feet 
                   10 Tenant Spaces 
 

 
The sign program requests a maximum sign area of 220 square feet for all 
tenants.  This allowance would exceed the total allowable sign area of 77.5 
square feet based on building frontage and requires a Sign Exception.  This 
request is reasonable given that The Ford Building has substantial square 
footage and is not a single tenant building.   
 

Section 17.230.050 B: Projection Limits and Sign Clearances 
 
(1) Free-standing signs must be located a minimum of 5 feet behind the 
back of the sidewalk (or right-of-way if there is no sidewalk).  Free-standing 
signs may not project into any public right-of-way. 

 
The sign program involves the installation of one monument sign that would 
be installed 5 feet from the sidewalk.  The application is consistent with this 
requirement.   
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(2) The height of a free-standing sign shall be measured from the natural 
grade at the base of the sign to the highest portion of the sign. 

 
The sign program provides a height dimension for the monument sign, which 
was measured from the natural grade at the base to the highest point.  The 
application is consistent with this requirement.  
 
(3) Projecting signs (hanging signs) may not exceed 6 square feet in area, 
and may not project more than 3 feet from the wall of a building. The bot-
tom of projecting signs shall be at least 7 ½’ feet above the ground. 

 
The sign program would allow each ground floor tenant with an exterior en-
trance to have one projecting sign with a maximum sign area of 7 square 
feet, minimum clearance of 7 feet and 6 inches, and a maximum diameter of 
3 feet, if circular, or maximum dimensions of 2 feet by 3 feet and 6 inches, if 
rectangular.   
 
The application is consistent with a minimum clearance established from 
above the ground.  The application requires a Sign Exception for sign area 
and projection from the building.   
 

Section 17.230.050 C: Lighting of Signs 
 
(1) No sign shall be illuminated with such intensity as to prevent normal 
perception of objects, buildings, streets and other signs in the immediate 
area. 

 
The monument sign is proposed to contain external illumination.  While the 
type of light fixture is undetermined, illumination would be inward facing.  The 
application is consistent with this requirement.   
 
(2) External illumination is preferred over internal illumination in all Zoning 
Districts. Internally illuminated signs must be reviewed and approved by the 
Design Review Board, and are generally not allowed within the CD: Down-
town Core district, within any residential district, or in proximity to an exist-
ing residential use. 

 
The Ford Building is located in the CD District and would have an externally 
illuminated monument sign.  It is undetermined if any of the tenant signs will 
contain any form of illumination.  The application is consistent with Zoning 
Ordinance and Board preferences for external illumination.   
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Section 17.230.060 B: Permitted Signs 
 
An integrated sign program, which provides for a consistency and continui-
ty of materials, design, location, and manner of attachment for tenant signs, 
is required for all office or light industrial centers or parks, multi-tenant 
commercial or industrial buildings, or shopping centers. Individual tenant 
signs proposed as part of a multi-tenant sign shall include the business 
name and not more than 3 additional words to identify the purpose of the 
business, for example “SMITH’S Bar and Grill” or “LENS CRAFTERS one 
hour service”.  
 
For Sign Programs that include a monument sign, the maximum square 
footage of the sign shall be limited to 50 square feet for signs representing 
5 or fewer tenants, and 100 square feet for signs representing 6 or more 
tenants. The monument sign square footage shall be in addition to the 
maximum allowable sign square footage per Table 1. The sign program 
shall be consistent with the standards defined below for the zoning district 
in which the development is located, and shall approved by the Design Re-
view Board prior to the approval of any individual sign within said center, 
park, or building. 

 
The application involves the creation of a sign program for The Ford Building, 
which includes a monument sign for at least 10 possible tenants.  The mon-
ument sign appears to be one-sided and has a sign area of 72 square feet.  
The application is consistent with this requirement.   
 

Section 17.230.060 C: Signs Permitted in Commercial and Office Districts 
 
 (2) A maximum of 2 window, awning, wall, or fascia business identification 
signs are permitted for each ground floor use or tenant. One of those 2 
signs may be a projecting sign, providing that the sign does not exceed 6 
square feet in area or 18” in height, and has a minimum clearance of 7½’ 
above the sidewalk. 

 
The sign program would allow each ground floor tenant with an exterior en-
trance to have a maximum of 2 signs, which may be a wall sign and project-
ing sign, if desired.  The application is consistent with this requirement.   
 
Projecting signs would need a Sign Exception for maximum sign area and 
projection from the building, as previously indicated in this section.  The ap-
plication also requires a Sign Exception in that the height of the each project-
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ing sign would exceed 18 inches with a 3-foot diameter maximum for circular 
signs and a 2-foot by 3-foot and 6 inch maximum for rectangular signs.    
 

Section 17.230.070 B: Historic Signs 
 

Unique signs and appurtenances which, due to their architecture or the 
message displayed on the sign, represent an historical period of the City of 
Sebastopol may be retained. Approval for retention shall be based on valid 
historical documentation, provided by a qualified historian or historical ar-
chitect, which defines the historical attributes of the subject sign, the merits 
for retaining the sign, and the historical value to the community of preserv-
ing the sign. The Design Review Board may approve or deny such a sign, 
pursuant to Section 17.230.020.B. Any exception shall not include a waiver 
from any other regulations of the City of Sebastopol. Whenever the Design 
Review Board grants an exception, the Board shall make specific findings 
as to the historic value of the sign or appurtenance. 

 
The application involves the retention of the existing “Service” sign.  The 
Board has the discretion to approve this request with a Sign Exception.   
 
Public Comment: 
 
The Planning Department has not received any comments on the application 
from the public as of writing this report. 
 
City Departmental Comment: 
 
The Planning Department has not received any City department comments 
on the application from as of writing this report. 
  
Required Findings: 
 
The sign program is required to be consistent with the following findings for 
approval: 
 
Design Review: Section 17.310.030.B.2 of the Zoning Ordinance states the 
following: “In considering an application for design review, the Design Review 
Board, or the Planning Director, as the case may be, shall determine whether 
the design of the proposal would be compatible with the neighborhood and 
with the general visual character of Sebastopol; the design provides appro-
priate transitions and relationships to adjacent properties and the public right 
of way; it would not impair the desirability of investment or occupation in the 
neighborhood; the design is internally consistent and harmonious; and the 
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design is in conformity with any guidelines and standards adopted pursuant 
to this Chapter.” 
 
Sign Exception: Section 17.230.020.B.2 of the Zoning Ordinance states that 
the Design Review Board may grant a Sign Exception for the following rea-
sons: (a) The exception shall allow a unique sign of exceptional design or 
style that will enhance the area or building, or that will be a visible landmark; 
or (b) The exception will allow a sign that is more consistent with the architec-
ture and development of the site; or site context; or is appropriate given the 
nature of the business; or (c) The granting of the exception will not constitute 
the granting of special privilege inconsistent with the sign limitations upon 
other properties in the same vicinity and Zone District. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The application involves the creation of a sign program for The Ford Building, 
which includes the installation of a freestanding multitenant monument sign 
and provisions, allowing tenants to install wall signs, projecting signs, or win-
dow signs, as desired.  Overall, the sign program can be seen as a positive 
addition for The Ford Building in that the signs would supplement the im-
provements that the building has undergone and establish a brand.  Addition-
ally, the sign program would retain the existing “Service” sign, adding histori-
cal character to The Ford Building, and also calls for external illumination, 
which is a Zoning Ordinance and Board preference.   
 
The sign program contains some provisions but lacks many key parameters 
necessary for staff or the Board to approve individual tenant signs.  For ex-
ample, the sign program does not state whether or not tenants may have il-
luminated wall, projecting, or window signs nor does it identify the type of light 
fixture for the monument sign.  Additionally, the sign program does not pro-
vide parameters for window signs nor does it address whether or not there 
will be a color scheme, uniform materials, or sign placement requirements.  
Finally, the sign program requires Board approval for final design of each 
tenant sign, which may defeat the purpose of a sign program.   
 
While the sign program lacks many specific provisions for tenant signs in 
terms of a color scheme, materials, illumination, or sign placement, the Board 
could view its ambiguity as a positive in that it could an create an eclectic 
character, as opposed to uniformity.   
 
The Board should also consider whether or not a somewhat cluttered mul-
titenant monument sign is appropriate, and whether a Sign Exception appro-
priate.     
 



City of Sebastopol 
Design Review Board Staff Report 

 

 

 8 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends that the Board review the sign program, provide com-
ments, and continue review with the direction that the sign program include 
more information or be revised for the following areas:  
 

1. Tenant Sign Illumination 
2. Monument Sign Light Fixtures 
3. Monument Sign: Directory Type Design 
4. Window Sign Dimensions 
5. Tenant Sign Placement 
6. Tenant Sign Colors and Materials  
7. Any Other Issues Identified by the Board 

 
Attachments: 
 
• Master Planning Application Form  
• Sign Review Submittal 
 
 
 






























