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Please visit the City of Sebastopol website at www.CityOfSebastopol.org for the most
up-to-date local information on the coronavirus crisis. There is a page dedicated entirely to
the crisis, the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resource Page, where you will find
specific resources and answers to many questions that you may have.
The City of Sebastopol is also on Facebook, Twitter, and NextDoor.
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As of 10am on September 4th, the Walbridge Fire is 54,940 acres and 93% contained
and the Meyers Fire was 2,360 acres and is fully contained.
Cost Estimates from the Walbridge and Meyers fires in Sonoma County as of
August 27th: Damage to roadways, bridges, signs and other infrastructure: $8.7
million. Emergency response, sheltering, supplies and staff time: $5.3 million. Costs
of removing debris, downed trees, etc.: $4 million. Total: $18 million.
Destruction: Preliminary data for the number of structures damaged or destroyed
in the Walbridge/Meyers fires are being gathered. As of Wednesday morning,
September 2 the total number of structures destroyed in the Walbridge and Meyers
fires was 295. Of these, 120 are single family homes, 14 are mobile homes and
eight are RVs that were occupied as dwellings. The total number of structures
assessed was 800. (Of those, 550 are undamaged.) Note: This number is
preliminary and likely to change daily.
While the fire is no longer a threat to Sebastopol; all citizens should continue to be alert
and continue fire season preparations.
These are the best resources for up-to-the-minute information on the fires in our area:
SoCoEmergency.org
Fire Incident and Evacuation Map
Note: this map may load slowly or need to be re-loaded due to increased volume on
website.
During active fire events, please help us keep our police and fire personnel available for
the most serious emergencies. Contact emergency services by calling 9-1-1 only when
human life or property are in immediate danger.

WALBRIDGE & MEYERS FIRES: RESIDENT EXPERIENCE

SURVEY
The LNU Complex Fire began August 17, 2020 and disrupted
communities across California. In this survey, Sonoma County asks
residents to share: 1) specific problems or challenges experienced
during this period and 2) what was effective and helpful.
Please tell us your story through this survey. By understanding
residents' challenges and successes, the County can better prepare
for the future.
This survey will take approximately five minutes to complete. You may identify yourself,
but it is not a required for completion of the survey.
Resident Experience Survey: LNU Lightning Complex Fire (Walbridge & Meyers)
August 2020

FLEX ALERT ISSUED FOR HOLIDAY WEEKEND, CALLING
FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION
Power grid operator predicts high heat, energy
demand this holiday weekend.
FOLSOM, Calif. - The California Independent System
Operator (ISO) has issued a statewide Flex Alert, a
call for voluntary electricity conservation, beginning
Saturday and extending through Monday, from 3 p.m.
to 9 p.m.
Read the news release.
Conservation Tips
Set thermostat at 78° or higher and turn off, if away
Cool with fans and draw drapes
Turn off unnecessary lights and appliances
Use major appliances in morning or late evening
Learn more: http://www.flexalert.org
Flex Alerts
A Flex Alert is issued by the ISO when the electricity grid is under stress because of
generation or transmission outages, or from persistent hot temperatures.
Consumers are urged to voluntarily conserve electricity to help avoid more serious steps
to protect the power grid, including local rotating outages.
Click here to learn more about Flex Alerts and Stage Electrical Emergencies.

SIGN UP FOR ALERTS
Make sure that you have signed up for:
SoCoAlerts; and
Nixle Alerts (either online or by texting your zip code to 888777)
It is important to register for both types of alerts. If you receive Nixle alerts, read them
thoroughly and click on any links.
Text Fire or Fuego (for Spanish) to 211-211 for updates.
More information on alerts may be found here.

As we have all seen with recent events, fire season is upon us. While Sebastopol
did not come under an evacuation warning or order, we must continue to prepare.
All citizens are urged to step up your emergency planning for wildfires, including
maintaining defensible space around the home, having an emergency plan in place,
preparing a “go-bag” (including masks, gloves, and sanitizer), evacuating if ordered, and
knowing several routes out of town. See the links below for more information and
resources.
Homeowners Checklist: How to Make Your Home Fire Safe
Ready, Set, Go! Your Personal Wildfire Action Plan
Defensible Space and Hardening Your Home
Download and Complete your Personal Emergency Plan
Resources for Access & Functional Needs Populations
Visit readyforwildfire.org for quick information on fire preparedness and what to pack in
the event of an evacuation. COVID-19 precautions still apply, so be sure to include masks,
gloves, and sanitizer in your go-bag. Review the Evacuation Plan Checklist and the Be
Ready: Evacuation Timeline to help you prepare.
The Sebastopol Fire Department has confirmed that there is no evacuation “Zone Number”
for Sebastopol City Limits. In the event of an evacuation warning or order, it will say “City
of Sebastopol” or “Sebastopol City Limits.” Unincorporated Sebastopol is Zone 4. Zone
Map.

Here is the current map showing “Planned Evacuation Zones” in and around
Sebastopol. This may change.
Governor Newsom also reassured citizens that, in the case of evacuation, planning is in
place for emergency shelters that will operate under COVID-19 social distancing
guidelines.

WATER AND SEWER UPDATE
Based on questions that we’ve received from the public, we’d like to assure
everyone that the City of Sebastopol’s water and sewer systems are in good

shape during the current fire situation. Because we have standalone water and
sewer systems, we are not dependent upon other agencies to supply these
services to our residents.
Public Works is topping off our reservoirs in preparation for any potential power
outages and has backup generators in case they are needed.
Please keep in mind that California is still in a drought and we encourage our
citizens to continue in their water conservation efforts.

COMMUNITY PAVEMENT SURVEY
Through September 13, the public is being asked to report bad pavement issues such as
potholes, cracks, crevices or general disrepair within city limits by calling the city’s
Pavement Survey Hotline at (707) 634-5100 or emailing
Pavement@CityofSebastopol.org.
Beyond what our crews see out in the field, we need to demonstrate that there is public
concern in order to help our Engineering Department apply for the money that we need to
get the job done and help steer Capital Improvement Plan Funding to the most needed
areas.
When reporting a pavement problem, residents are asked to be as specific as possible by
not only identifying the street, but also the closest intersection or address to the issue. If
the report is made through the email address, a photo may be attached.

URGENCY ORDINANCE ALLOWS FINES FOR VIOLATING
LOCAL AND STATE CORONAVIRUS HEALTH ORDERS
On August 6, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
approved a code enforcement ordinance that allows the

issuing of citations ranging from $100 for individuals up to
$10,000 for businesses for noncompliance with local and
state health orders related to the coronavirus.
The ordinance was approved unanimously and on an
urgency basis, which will allow it to take effect immediately.
The ordinance applies to all cities and unincorporated
areas in Sonoma County, including Sebastopol. Citations
may be issued by law enforcement or government
officials such as staff with code enforcement or regional
parks.
The Board also approved the creation of a new County hotline – 1-833-SAFE707 ( 1-833723-3707) that will allow the public to report infractions. The public also can register
complaints by sending emails to safe707@sonoma-county.org.
Under the ordinance, individuals can be fined a flat fee of $100 for such infractions as
failing to wear facial coverings, not practicing safe social distancing (maintaining 6-foot
separations from non-family members) when in public or hosting gatherings of more than
12 people who aren’t sheltering in the same household. Individuals also can be fined for
refusing to abide by COVID-19 safety protocols required at restaurants, stores and other
businesses. Commercial operations such as restaurants, bars and stores face fines
starting at $1,000 for noncompliance. A commercial violation is subject to a civil penalty of
$5,000 for a second violation and $10,000 for each additional violation by the same
responsible party.
See the Full Press Release and Ordinance FAQs for more information.

STATE LAUNCHES "BLUEPRINT FOR A SAFER
ECONOMY"
California’s directive to create a new Blueprint for a Safer Economy replaces the July 13
State Order that closed indoor operation of many businesses.
Barber shops, hair salons and malls in Sonoma County are now allowed to resume indoor
operations with modifications due to revised health orders issued by Gov. Gavin Newsom
on August 28 and confirmed by Sonoma County Public Health Officer Dr. Sundari Mase.
The reopening of these operations coincides with the launching of a new four-tiered
structure for determining how each of the state’s 58 counties is doing in slowing the
spread of the coronavirus and the extent to which businesses and other activities will be
allowed due to the pandemic. Under the new framework, titled each county has been
grouped into one of four colored tiers – Purple (Widespread), Red (Substantial), Orange
(Moderate) and Yellow (Minimal) – based on the prevalence of COVID-19 is in the county
and the rate of community spread. Sonoma County is one of 38 counties that will start in
the purple tier.
Read the full press release here.
Click the links below to see what's open in Sonoma County:
Sonoma County Economic Development Board Website
SoCo Emergency Website
NOTE UPDATED INFORMATION: We must all do our parts to slow the spread of the
coronavirus: wear a facial covering at all times when in public settings indoors, wear
a facial covering outdoors when you cannot maintain a 6-foot distance between
yourself and others outside your household (see details here), maintain social
distance in all public situations, wash hands frequently and thoroughly, cover a cough or
sneeze, and stay home when sick. You will find information and resources on the City’s
COVID-19 page and the SoCoEmergency page.

BACK TO SCHOOL RESOURCES FROM SONOMA
COUNTY LIBRARY

This is a challenging time for our community, and Sonoma County Library is here to help
with your back-to-school needs. Are you a parent of a school-age child or children? A
student yourself? Maybe you want to enrich your self-learning. We've put together a list of
resources that you may find useful during the school year...and beyond!
Access educational eBooks, and eAudiobooks, stream movies and more. This
includes always-available eBooks and eAudiobooks such as Diverse Reads for
Teens and Diverse Reads for Kids on OverDrive.
Students of any age can connect with free tutors and more at Tutor.com.
Our Student OneCard partnership provides students access to library resources
using their student ID number. See the list of participating schools and learn
more about Student OneCards.
Earn your high school diploma online with Career Online High School.
Learn at home with our Great Courses collection on OverDrive. Explore 200
expertly-produced audio and video courses by professors such as Neil DeGrasse
Tyson!
Your library card gives you access to Lynda.com, an online learning service that
teaches business, technology, and creative skills through video tutorials.
LearningExpress Library features nearly 1,000 online tutorials, practice tests, and
eBooks for all ages.
Why not use this time to learn a new language or brush up on one you're already
familiar with? Mango Languages is fun and easy to use.
Still hungry for more? Your online library never closes. View More eResources

HAVE YOU BEEN COUNTED YET? 2020 CENSUS TAKERS
GOING DOOR-TO-DOOR THROUGH SEPTEMBER
For those households who have not yet
responded to the 2020 Census, census takers
will begin knocking on doors and canvassing
neighborhoods across the north bay through
September.
Census employees will be wearing the required

PPE to meet all public safety requirements
including masks and practicing social
distancing. They will also be displaying proper
identification as census employees.
All Census Bureau staff who interact with the
public (census takers, ongoing surveys staff,
partnership and recruiting specialists, etc.) will
be provided with face masks. They are
mandated to wear a mask while conducting
their work. 2020 Census interviews are quick –
just about 10 minutes long and all the surveys
can be done 6 feet apart. If you would like to
avoid a 2020 Census in-person interview, the
best way is to respond to the 2020
Census online, by phone at 844-330-2020, or
by mail.
Here is a video that demonstrates how they will be conducting the Non Response Follow
Up.
Sonoma County Cities Response Rate as of September 2nd

THE SONOMA COUNTY AREA AGENCY ON AGING
REQUESTS PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE OLDER
ADULT NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY
Please participate in a Needs Assessment
Survey developed by Supervisor Zane’s Older
Adult Taskforce in partnership with Dr. Mase
and non-profit leadership. Isolation presents its
own health risk for older adults and responses
to this Needs Assessment will help the County
of Sonoma improve the health and quality of
life for older adults.
Creating Safe Social Spaces is a key part of the Older Adult Taskforce. Dr. Mase has
authorized that if following the guidelines below, Safe Social Spaces are allowed and
encouraged at independent living communities, low income senior housing properties,
senior centers etc. The taskforce is developing additional messaging materials.
Signage to support physical distancing;
Wear Your Masks;
Hand Washing;
Hand Washing Stations;
Outside Spaces are better than Inside;
Groups of 10 or less, following these guidelines, are acceptable.
Needs Assessment Survey - English
Needs Assessment Survey - En Español

SONOMA COUNTY COVID-19 CASE DATA
Click here to view Sonoma County's COVID-19 case data.

SONOMA COUNTY COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION
Click here to view Sonoma County's COVID-19 testing information.

REUSABLE BAGS ARE NOW ALLOWED IN GROCERY
STORES AND RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS

HANDWASHING STATION LOCATIONS IN DOWNTOWN
SEBASTOPOL
In an early response to help make our
community safer during the COVID-19
pandemic, the City of Sebastopol set up a
number of handwashing stations throughout
the downtown area in mid-March.
In the meantime, we’ve added more locations
and re-located some of the stations to be
more convenient, including new portable
restrooms and handwash facilities on Morris
Street for homeless support services.

Current locations are:
1) City Parking Lot at Main St. and Burnett
2) North Main St., mid-block (south side of
street between Bodega and Wilton)
3) 328 N. Main Street - On sidewalk entrance
Community Bank parking lot
4) Adjacent to southwest corner of Town
Plaza parking lot against rear wall of Silk
Moon
5) Sebastopol Ave. (Route 12) at alley between Ramen Gaijin and WestAmerica Bank
6) 6902 Sebastopol Ave - Screamin' Mimi’s Ice Cream- at side window on Petaluma Ave
7) & 7A) Outside public restrooms on east side of Town Plaza. There are also portable
toilets at this location.
8) & 8A) Morris St. north of Laguna Park Way, northeast side of street. There are also
portable toilets at this location

REGULAR CITY BUSINESS CONTINUES
Administrative Services:
Administrative Service staff are available by phone or email for questions. Please
email customerservice@cityofsebastopol.org; or call 707-823-7863 and leave a
message and someone will respond to you.
Building Department:
The Building Department is open and operating regular office hours - Monday Thursday 7am to 5:30pm, Closed 12pm to 12:30pm.
The Building Department is located inside the Fire Station.
City Manager's Office:
City Hall is closed, but staff are available by phone or email for questions. Please
email info@cityofsebastopol.org; or call 707-823-1153 and leave a message and
someone will respond to you.
City staff encourage the public to keep up with news and updates by following the
City's Facebook page and checking out Council videos.
Engineering Department:
The Engineering Department is open and operating regular office hours - Monday to
Thursday 7am to 5:30pm. The Engineering Department is located in the Public
Works office. Please note signage on door with instructions for safe interaction with
staff.
Fire Department:
The Fire Department is open and continuing to provide fire response and
emergency services as usual.
The Fire Department lobby is open during normal business hours Monday Thursday 7am to 5:30pm, Closed 12pm to 12:30pm.
Planning Department:
The Planning Department is (virtually) open Monday - Thursday 7am to 5:30pm
(Closed 12pm to 12:30pm) and continues to accept applications. Staff is available
via email or phone (707-823-6167). Planning is accepting new applications; please
contact staff for instructions for submittals. Click here for details.
Police Department:
Lobby is open to the public. For non-life-or-safety-threatening situations, we
encourage the public to call the 24/7 police non-emergency line at 707-829-4400.
As always, in the event of emergency, call 911.
Sebastopol Police Log August 24 - August 30

Public Works Department:
The Public Works Department is open and operating regular office hours - Monday
to Thursday 7am to 5:30pm. Please note signage on door with instructions for safe
interaction with staff.
Water and sewer utility systems continue to be monitored and maintained.

CITY MEETINGS
All meetings will be held virtually and are open to the public to attend via web or phone
link.
Agendas for upcoming meetings can be found on the City website by clicking the
“Meetings” link on the home page. Agendas will contain information about participating
virtually in real time when this feature is available.
City Council Meetings:
Meeting Days: First and Third Tuesday of each month
Meeting Time: 6pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before the meeting:
For Items Not on the Agenda: Members of the public may submit written
emails/comments for items not on the agenda either by email as a public
record or by public comment during the public comment period of the virtual
City Council meeting. All written emails/comments will be provided to the
entire City Council as a public record but will not be read into the minutes at
the City Council meeting. Written emails/comments should be received by
5:00 pm of the Council Meeting Date for submission to the entire City Council
prior to the meeting and will be included as a part of the record of the
meeting. Please submit your comments via email for this meeting
to mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org
For Items Listed on the Agenda: Members of the public may submit written
emails/comments for items listed on the agenda either by email as a public
record or by public comment during the public comment period of the agenda
item during the virtual City Council meeting. Email comments must
identify the Agenda Item Number in the subject line of the email. All
written emails/comments will be provided to the entire City Council as a
public record but will not be read into the minutes at the City Council
meeting. Written emails/comments should be received by 5:00 pm of the
Council Meeting Date for submission to the entire City Council prior to the
meeting and will be included as a part of the record of the meeting. Please
submit your comments via email for this meeting
to mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: City Council Meeting of September 15, 2020 @ 6:00 PM
Planning Commission Meetings:
Meeting Days: Second and Fourth Tuesday of each month
Meeting Time: 7pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email
to ksvanstrom@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: Planning Commission Meeting of September 8, 2020 @ 7:00 PM
(NOTE: All meetings will be held virtually and are open to the public to attend via web or
phone link. Information for meeting attendance can be found
here: https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event.aspx)

Design Review Board Meetings:
Meeting Days: First and Third Wednesday of each month
Meeting Time: 4pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email to
amontes@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: Design Review Board Meeting of September 16, 2020 @ 4:00
PM
Public Arts Committee Meetings:
Meeting Days: First Wednesday of each month
Meeting Time: 10:30am
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email
to amontes@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: There are currently no meetings scheduled.

Budget Subcommittee Meeting:
Budget Review Meeting of September 9, 2020 @ 9:00 AM
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 831 2347 8747
Passcode: 981231

WATER CONSERVATION
Please continue to practice water conservation as much as possible. Things are green
now, but California is still technically in a drought, with Sonoma County showing
“Moderate Drought” conditions. Click here for more information.

CREDIBLE SOURCES FOR COVID-19 UPDATES
California Department of Public Health
County of Sonoma Department of Health Services
SoCo Emergency Page
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
World Health Organization (WHO)

Coronavirus spreads when an infected person speaks, sneezes, or coughs within 6 feet of
others. You may have the virus and spread it even if you feel well.
To prevent infection, you must cover your nose and mouth when outside your home. So
wearing a mask is now required statewide. Wearing a mask or cloth face covering can
slow the spread of COVID-19 by limiting the release of virus into the air. It also reinforces
physical distancing, and shows you care about the health of others.
Don’t wear your mask under your nose or just on your chin. A mask is only effective if it
covers both ways you breathe.
Who needs a mask?
Anyone going outside their home
Workers in customer-facing industries
Workers in offices, factories, or any group setting
Doctors, nurses, and other health care professionals
Other workers, as dictated by industry guidance
Who shouldn’t wear a mask?
Children under 2 years old
Anyone with respiratory issues where it would impede their breathing
Anyone unable to remove the mask without help
Anyone with a medical condition, mental health condition, or disability that does not
allow them to wear a mask
See a complete list of who should not wear a mask.
When should you wear a mask?
You should wear a mask or face covering whenever you’ll be around someone you don’t
live with, including:
In any indoor public space
When waiting in line
When getting health care
On public transportation or when ride-sharing
At work, when near others or moving through common areas
Outdoors, if you can’t stay 6 feet away from others
When can you take off your mask?
There are times when it’s okay to take your mask off when you’re away from home, such
as:
When eating or drinking
If a hearing-impaired person needs to read your lips
If wearing a face covering imposes a risk to you at work – for example, if it could get
caught in machinery
When you’re not sharing a common area, room or enclosed space with others
When you are getting a service to the nose or face
When outdoors in public and can stay six feet from others
You should replace the mask as soon as you can after these activities to reduce the risk of
infection.
For more information visit https://covid19.ca.gov/masks-and-ppe/

WARM LINE FOR EMOTIONAL & MENTAL HEALTH
SUPPORT

LEGAL AID'S DISASTER TEAM IS HERE TO HELP PEOPLE
IMPACTED BY COVID-19
If you have employment questions, benefits questions, or any other legal issues related to
the pandemic, please contact Legal Aid of Sonoma County.

WEEKLY COVID-19 VIDEO UPDATES
See the City's Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resource Page for recent City, County, and
State video updates.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES WILL CONTINUE:
The City of Sebastopol will not turn off water due to nonpayment. The City
recognizes the hardship that the pandemic and resulting Shelter in Place Orders,
have created in our community, and will temporarily suspend non-emergency
turnoffs and late fees.

PG&E will not cut off power due to nonpayment. PG&E voluntarily implemented
a moratorium on service disconnections for non-payment, effective immediately.
This suspension will apply to both residential and commercial customers and will
remain in effect until further notice.
Recology will not suspend trash service due to nonpayment . Recology
understands that customers are starting to request delay of payments or payment
plans due to the circumstances, and they are sensitive to what the community is
going through. Recology will not stop service due to non-payment at this time.
Click here for more information on Essential Services during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

ONLINE EDUCATION RESOURCES
See the Sonoma County Office of Education website for
news and information about Sonoma County schools.
The PBS LearningMedia website has several free online
resources including standards-aligned videos, interactives,
lesson plans, and more. The website also includes PreK12 Resources for Emergency Closings that include
activities, lesson plans, and videos organized by grade and
subject area.

NEED HELP WITH ESSENTIAL RESOURCES?
Visit the 2-1-1 Free Referral Service website if you have questions or needs.
For additional assistance, resources, and help with essential needs, see the SoCo
Emergency resources webpage.

SEBASTOPOL CURB SIDE DELIVERY LOCATIONS
The city currently has three curb side pickup locations
for businesses in Downtown Sebastopol.
Locations:
150 N. Main Street
162 N. Main Street
124 S. Main Street
The city is in the process of providing additional curb side
delivery locations in an effort to help our local businesses. If
your business will have curb side delivery please call 707823-6167 or email business@cityofsebastopol.org with
this information as this information will help guide the City to
locations that will be set aside.

OPEN BUSINESSES
Be sure to contact them first as this information may change from
day to day.
Sonoma West Times & News list of open businesses

Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce list of open businesses
Press Democrat list of open businesses
Designated as an essential business, the Sunday Farmer’s Market
on the Plaza is currently open and taking safety precautions and
practicing social distancing. Check their website for more
information.
The City of Sebastopol has compiled a list of open essential businesses. If your business
supplies essential services, please email business@CityOfSebastopol.org with details
such as offerings, days/hours and any special services like online ordering, takeout,
delivery, curbside pickup, and special hours for seniors, at-risk, or first responders.
When visiting local businesses for essential needs, please wear a facial covering and
maintain social distance (at least 6 feet between you and anyone outside your household).

DON'T FLUSH WIPES!
Flushing wipes, paper towels and similar products down toilets will
clog sewers and cause backups and overflows at wastewater
treatment facilities, creating an additional public health risk in the
midst of the coronavirus pandemic. Please do not flush disinfectant
wipes or paper towels down the toilet.

The Sebastopol Center for the Arts has gone virtual with online exhibits,
lectures, and classes including a “How to Draw” series that teaches kids to how
to draw a different animal each week. Click here for more information.

Contact
Us


7120 Bodega Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-823-1153
www.CityofSebastopol.org



