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DROUGHT EMERGENCY

Governor Gavin Newsom has
declared a state of emergency in
Sonoma and Mendocino counties
due to drought conditions in the
Russian River Watershed. Read
the
State
of
Emergency
Proclamation here.
At the May 4th City Council
Meeting, the City Council approved
the Resolution Implementing Water
Waste Prohibitions and Water
Conservation Measures: Stage 1 Voluntary Conservation
to achieve an overall system-wide
reduction goal of 10 percent.
For more information on the resolution click here.

WATER CONSERVATION TIP OF THE WEEK
Water savings are urgently needed. See the
City's Water Conservation page for actions
you can take to reduce water usage and
check out these indoor and outdoor water
conservation tips from the Sonoma-Marin
Saving Water Partnership.
Here's this week's tip to help you reduce your
water consumption:
Inspect all irrigation systems, repair leaks and adjust spray heads
to provide optimum coverage and eliminate avoidable overspray.

ALL OUTDOOR BURNING SUSPENDED
The California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
(CAL FIRE) has announced
the enactment of a burn
suspension, beginning at
12:01 AM Monday, May 10,
2021, which bans all outdoor
burning.
According to CAL FIRE,
California is entering its
second consecutive dry year
and is bracing for what could
be another devastating
wildfire season. While
wildfires are a natural part of
California’s landscape, the fire
season in California and

across the West is starting
earlier and ending later each
year. Climate change is
considered a key driver of this
trend. Warmer spring and
summer temperatures,
reduced snowpack, and
earlier spring snowmelt create
longer and more intense dry
seasons that increase
moisture stress on vegetation
and make forests more
susceptible to severe wildfire.
The increasing fire danger
posed by dead grass and
hotter, drier conditions in the
region is prompting CAL FIRE
to suspend all burn permits
for outdoor residential burning within the State Responsibility Areas of Sonoma, Lake,
Napa, Solano, Yolo and Colusa counties. This suspension takes effect Monday May 10,
2021, and bans all residential outdoor burning of landscape debris such as branches and
leaves.
See the Press Release for more information.

NO FIREWORKS IN SEBASTOPOL
Due to the extreme fire danger that they
present, the Sebastopol City Council voted
unanimously on May 4, 2021 that fireworks
are no longer permitted to be sold or used
within Sebastopol City Limits.

PG&E VIRTUAL SAFETY TOWN HALL - JUNE 2
PG&E hosts online webinars throughout each year for
anyone who is interested in learning more about their
Community Wildfire Safety Program. These virtual
gatherings allow community members to learn more
about wildfire safety and emergency preparedness, meet
with PG&E representatives, ask questions and share
feedback.
Virtual Safety Town Hall
Date: June 2, 2021
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.
Join Webinar
Toll-Free Attendee Dial-In: 1-866-501-6088
Conference ID: 2735534

PUBLIC NOTICE: BROOKHAVEN TENNIS COURTS
RESURFACING
The Sebastopol Public Works Department
has facilitated the resurfacing of the
Brookhaven Tennis Courts starting the week
of May 17, 2021. This project is slated to be
completed in 3 weeks. The tennis courts will
be closed while this project is going on.
In collaboration with the School District, the
addition of Pickle Ball striping will be
included to incorporate an additional outdoor
activity that can be utilized by the school as
well as the public.
Public Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE: REPAVING LOCAL STREETS
The City of Sebastopol has awarded a contract to
Argonaut Constructors for the complete reconstruction of
several city streets. The work will begin on June 1, 2021
and is expected to be completed by August 15, 2021. The
streets to be reconstructed include Hanson Lane, Michael
Place, Kathleen Court and Cleveland Avenue.
Public Notice

BUSINESS COMMUNITY VIRTUAL FORUM WITH POLICE
CHIEF KEVIN KILGORE - MAY 25
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 1 PM PDT –
3 PM PDT via Zoom
The City of Sebastopol, Sebastopol
Chamber of Commerce, and
Sebastopol Police Services would like
to invite you to a virtual meet and greetstyle forum with new Police Chief Kevin
Kilgore. The forum follows the
Community Meet & Greet held last
month with Chief Kilgore. This month’s
discussion will focus on the specific
needs and concerns of the Sebastopol
business community. It will offer business owners and managers an opportunity to engage
in a conversation about the factors currently impacting them and how the Sebastopol
Police Department can play a role in helping them with the various issues they may be
facing.
Please bring your questions or just drop in to say hello.
If you’d like to submit questions in advance of the forum, please submit them to

Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center Executive Director Linda Collins
at linda@sebastopol.org.
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 830 6239 8891
Passcode: 283896
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,83062398891#,,,,*283896# US (San Jose)

TAKE THE SEBASTOPOL TEMPORARY PARKLET
PROGRAM SURVEY!

In an effort to better serve our community during
the pandemic, Sebastopol applied for and
received permission from Caltrans (which is
responsible for Highways 12 and 116) for the
temporary installation of several parklets
(outdoor seating areas adjacent to the sidewalks
in the parking lane of the street) in the downtown
area.
Parklets are considered public spaces and are
not reserved for patrons of adjacent businesses.
Businesses commit to keeping the parklets in front of or near their
establishments clean, but the parklets may be used by anyone.
We would like to hear from community members about whether or not they
would like the parklets to continue.
Survey results will be shared with the City Council to help inform their decisionmaking process about the future of parklets in Downtown Sebastopol.
This survey will end on May 28.
Take the
Survey
Once submitted, if you don't see a confirmation message, scroll up or down on your phone
or computer to check for the confirmation message. The message may appear in a
different location depending on which device and browser you are using.

COMING SOON: CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR
SCULPTURE

The Sebastopol Public Arts Committee will be putting out a Call For
Proposals for Sculpture to be displayed in Sebastopol's upcoming
Community Sculpture Garden. This will be the first show of selected sculptures
by Sonoma County artists to be mounted outdoor in Sebastopol's Community
Sculpture Garden to be located in Ives Park. There will be no jurying fee.
Selected sculptures will be on view to the public for one year.
Further details and application forms will be available later this month in future
newsletters as well as at https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/

SEBASTOPOL AREA TIME BANK - BUILDING COMMUNITY
ONE HOUR AT A TIME
Sebastopol Time Bank is a network of local residents
who help each other by sharing their skills and talents on
an hour-for-hour basis.
Virtual orientations are held by appointment and on the
10th of each month at 5pm. To register or receive more
details email info@sebastopoltimebank.org.

CALIFORNIA WILL ALIGN ITS MASK GUIDANCE WITH
THE CDC'S ON JUNE 15, 2021
Statement from California Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mark
Ghaly on Mask Guidance
May 17, 2021 - “California has made amazing progress in our fight against COVID-19.
With more than 34 million vaccines administered, we now have among the lowest case
and positivity rates in the nation. On June 15, California plans to implement the CDC’s
guidelines around masking to allow fully vaccinated Californians to go without a mask in
most indoor settings. This four-week period will give Californians time to prepare for this
change while we continue our relentless focus on delivering vaccines, particularly in
underserved communities. We urge all Californians to get vaccinated to ensure that
infection and hospitalization rates remain low across the state and that we can all return to
the activities we love. Until June 15, when California plans to fully reopen the economy,
California will keep our existing guidance around masks in place. As of May 3, 2021,
face coverings are no longer required outdoors except at crowded events, and for
unvaccinated people, when physical distancing cannot be maintained. In indoor settings
outside of one’s home, including public transportation and schools, face coverings
continue to be required regardless of vaccination status.”
For more information, visit covid19.ca.gov.

RESIDENTS 12+ YEARS OF AGE ARE NOW ELIGIBLE FOR
VACCINES
Sonoma County residents 12+ years of
age are now eligible for COVID-19
vaccines at several county clinics and
pharmacies across the county.
As of May 12, all residents in
California 12 and older are now
eligible for vaccination.

Children ages 12 to 17 can only
receive the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine.
Vaccine appointments are readily
available in the County. Anyone
who wants one can get an
appointment at one of our many
clinics, pharmacies or health
centers in the County -- often the
same day. All County-supported
clinics are accepting walk-in
patients.
Residents are still encouraged to make vaccine appointments through
the https://myturn.ca.gov web site. Residents who need help making an
appointment are encouraged to call the County COVID-19 hotline at 707565-4667 in English and Spanish.
Visit https://socoemergency.org for more information.

SPRING HOUSING PRESENTATIONS

The Sebastopol Planning Commission will be hosting a series of presentations on
innovative housing models in the Spring of 2021. Please join us for these
informational sessions to learn more!
Links to meetings will be available the Thursday prior to the meeting at:
https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event.aspx
Eden Housing
May 25, 2021
Eden Housing is an affordable housing developer and operator based in Hayward,
California. They have partnered with cities throughout the Bay Area, including
communities in Healdsburg, Petaluma, and Marin. Andrea Osgood, VP of Real Estate
Development and Nick Randall, a Sebastopol resident, will
present. www.edenhousing.org

MAY IS BAY AREA BIKE MONTH

May is National Bike Month, created by the League of American Cyclists
in 1956 to promote the benefits of bicycling and encourage more folks to give it a try.
Cycling reduces carbon emissions and traffic congestion, improves physical and mental
health, and saves money...plus, it’s fun!
Throughout the month of May, the Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition (SCBC) is offering
activities, classes, and challenges to support those willing to give biking a try.
Bike to Wherever events include; a virtual pre-Bike to Wherever Day bike clinic; Safe
Cycling classes; and Bike to Wherever Day Energizer Stations on Friday May 21st.
For more information, visit bikesonoma.org/btwd or contact Cherie Barnett at 707-5450153 or cherie@bikesonoma.org.
See the Press Release for more details.

SONOMA COUNTY EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM
As of April 19, 2021, the County of
Sonoma has started providing support to
households impacted by COVID-19
through the Emergency Rental Assistance
Program (ERAP).
The program will provide payment
assistance for tenants who are behind
on rent and utilities. ERAP additionally
provides options for landlords to
participate and receive financial
assistance. This program is open to all
County residents, regardless
of immigration status, who are renters or landlords requiring rental assistance. Any
community member can apply with any organization on this list regardless of where in
Sonoma County they reside.
See the Tenant and Housing Resources page on the City's website for more
information, FAQs, and links to apply.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR CITY BUDGET MEETINGS

YOUR CITY NEEDS YOU!

Attend One City Council Meeting per Month.
Public participation is the cornerstone of our community. One impact of
pandemic restrictions on public gatherings is that it’s easier than ever to attend
City Council meetings virtually and make your voice heard. These meetings
typically take place the first and third Tuesday of each month and begin at 6:00
PM. Here’s how to log in and participate. https://bit.ly/3tVZF4K

Click image for new infographic on how to
participate in virtual City Council meetings.

ASK SLOW CAT!
Have a question about the town we all know and love?
Want to know more about the history of Sebastopol? We
want to answer your questions. Submit a question via
email to by clicking the button below. We'll post answers
in our weekly newsletter and on our Facebook page.

Submit A
Question

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Police Department
Police Officer
Public Works
Temporary Maintenance
Assistance (Extra Help)
See the city website for
additional information and
requirements on these current
opportunities to participate in
the management and growth in
our community.

COVID-19 & HEALTH UPDATES
SONOMA COUNTY IN THE ORANGE TIER
Sonoma County moved into the orange tier as of April 7th, allowing
more businesses to reopen or expand operations indoors.
See the full Press Release for what moving from the red tier into
the orange tier for the county means.
For more information, visit https://covid19.ca.gov/safereconomy/ and SoCoEmergency.org.

COVID-19 VACCINE INFORMATION
Information on vaccines and the availability of
vaccination appointments in our county changes
rapidly.
Please visit Socoemergency.org for the most
current updates.

COVID-19 FINANCIAL RELIEF
American Rescue Plan
All funding programs below will be administered by the Small
Business Administration (SBA).
Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program (EIDL)
Click here for more information
Shuttered Venue Operators Grant (SVOG)
Preliminary Application Checklist
FAQ

NEW: Community Navigator Pilot Program
Click here for more information
Targeted EIDL Advanced Grant
Status: Eligible applicants contacted by SBA
Click here for more information
CA Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program
Click here for more information

LEGAL AID OF SONOMA COUNTY IS HERE TO HELP
PEOPLE IMPACTED BY COVID-19
If you have employment questions, benefits questions, tenant
protections questions, or any other legal issues related to the
pandemic, please contact Legal Aid of Sonoma County. Visit their
website here for more information.

NEED HELP WITH ESSENTIAL RESOURCES?
Visit the 2-1-1 Free Referral Service website if you have questions or needs.
For additional assistance, resources, and help with essential needs, see the SoCo
Emergency resources webpage.

CREDIBLE SOURCES FOR COVID-19 UPDATES
California Department of Public Health
County of Sonoma Department of Health Services
SoCo Emergency Page
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
World Health Organization (WHO)

EMERGENCY SAFETY & PREPAREDNESS
FIRE SEASON IS COMING! HARDEN YOUR HOME!
Fire Chief Bill Braga and CalFire want
to remind us that fire season is coming.
Now is the time to harden your home
and property to better withstand wildfire.
See readyforwildfire.org for more

information.

SIGN UP FOR ALERTS
Make sure that you have signed up for:
SoCoAlerts; and
Nixle Alerts (either online or by texting your zip code to 888777)
It is important to register for both types of alerts. If you receive Nixle alerts, read them
thoroughly and click on any links.
Text Fire or Fuego (for Spanish) to 211-211 for updates.
More information on alerts may be found here.

CITY NEWS
SEBASTOPOL WEBSITE EN ESPAÑOL
In an effort to better serve members of the Sebastopol community for whom
Spanish is their primary language, Google Translate has been added to the
City of Sebastopol website.

REGULAR CITY BUSINESS CONTINUES
Administrative Services:
Administrative Service staff are available by phone or email for questions. Please
email customerservice@cityofsebastopol.org; or call 707-823-7863 and leave a
message and someone will respond to you.
Building Department:
The Building Department is open and operating regular office hours - Monday Thursday 7am to 5:30pm, Closed 12pm to 12:30pm.
The Building Department is located inside the Fire Station.
City Manager's Office:
City Hall is closed, but staff are available by phone or email for questions. Please
email info@cityofsebastopol.org; or call 707-823-1153 and leave a message and
someone will respond to you.
City staff encourage the public to keep up with news and updates by following the
City's Facebook page and checking out Council videos.
Engineering Department:
The Engineering Department is open and operating regular office hours - Monday to
Thursday 7am to 5:30pm. The Engineering Department is located in the Public
Works office. Please note signage on door with instructions for safe interaction with
staff.
Fire Department:
The Fire Department is open and continuing to provide fire response and

emergency services as usual.
The Fire Department lobby is open during normal business hours Monday Thursday 7am to 5:30pm, Closed 12pm to 12:30pm.
Planning Department:
The Planning Department is (virtually) open Monday - Thursday 7am to 5:30pm
(Closed 12pm to 12:30pm) and continues to accept applications. Staff is available
via email or phone (707-823-6167). Planning is accepting new applications; please
contact staff for instructions for submittals. Click here for details.
Police Department:
Lobby is open to the public. For non-life-or-safety-threatening situations, we
encourage the public to call the 24/7 police non-emergency line at 707-829-4400.
As always, in the event of emergency, call 911.
Sebastopol Police Log May 10 - May 16
Public Works Department:
The Public Works Department is open and operating regular office hours - Monday
to Thursday 7am to 5:30pm. Please note signage on door with instructions for safe
interaction with staff.
Water and sewer utility systems continue to be monitored and maintained.

CITY MEETINGS
All meetings will be held virtually and are open to the public to attend via web or phone
link.
Agendas for upcoming meetings can be found on the City website by clicking the
“Meetings” link on the home page. Agendas will contain information about participating
virtually in real time when this feature is available.
City Council Meetings:
Meeting Days: First and Third Tuesday of each month
Meeting Time: 6pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before the meeting:
For Items Not on the Agenda: Members of the public may submit written
emails/comments for items not on the agenda either by email as a public
record or by public comment during the public comment period of the virtual
City Council meeting. All written emails/comments will be provided to the
entire City Council as a public record but will not be read into the minutes at
the City Council meeting. Written emails/comments should be received by
5:00 pm of the Council Meeting Date for submission to the entire City Council
prior to the meeting and will be included as a part of the record of the
meeting. Please submit your comments via email for this meeting
to mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org
For Items Listed on the Agenda: Members of the public may submit written
emails/comments for items listed on the agenda either by email as a public
record or by public comment during the public comment period of the agenda
item during the virtual City Council meeting. Email comments must
identify the Agenda Item Number in the subject line of the email. All
written emails/comments will be provided to the entire City Council as a
public record but will not be read into the minutes at the City Council
meeting. Written emails/comments should be received by 5:00 pm of the
Council Meeting Date for submission to the entire City Council prior to the
meeting and will be included as a part of the record of the meeting. Please
submit your comments via email for this meeting
to mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: City Council Meeting of June 1, 2021 @ 6:00 PM
Planning Commission Meetings:

Meeting Days: Second and Fourth Tuesday of each month
Meeting Time: 7pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email
to ksvanstrom@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: Planning Commission Meeting of May 25, 2021 @ 7:00 PM
(NOTE: All meetings will be held virtually and are open to the public to attend via web or
phone link. Information for meeting attendance can be found
here: https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event.aspx)
Design Review Board Meetings:
Meeting Days: First and Third Wednesday of each month
Meeting Time: 4pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email to
amontes@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: Design Review Board Meeting of June 2, 2021 @ 4:00 PM
Public Arts Committee Meetings:
Meeting Days: First Wednesday of each month
Meeting Time: 10:30am
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email
to amontes@cityofsebastopol.org
Next Meeting: Public Arts Committee Meeting of June 2, 2021 @ 10:30AM

GENERAL INFO

Check out the Sebastopol Area Senior Center's weekly and monthly
virtual classes and workshops!
The classes include Chair Sail, Chair Yoga, Gentle Yoga, 10 Series Lecture on
A Psychological Approach to the Old Testament, Support Groups, and more.
Click here to see what classes are available and to register.

SONOMA COUNTY LIBRARY REVAMPS DIGITAL
COLLECTIONS

Interested in local history, culture, art, and archives from the library’s special
collections? Sonoma County Digital Collections is easier than ever to use and enjoy.
The updated Digital Collections is growing all the time, so bookmark it and discover new
ways to keep exploring!
Featuring
Completely redesigned, user-friendly website
Searchable photographs and maps from Sonoma County history and culture
Archival Collection Guides
Videos, audio, oral histories
Local authors
Community memories
Guides to historical research
International Wine Research Database
And much more!
Dive into Sonoma County Digital Collections today!

EDUCATION RESOURCES
BORROW MORE MATERIALS FROM MORE LIBRARIES
WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD

Access More Than 9 Million Titles from Other Libraries
Can’t find what you’re looking for in the library collection? Try LINK+, a free resource
sharing service which allows you access to more than nine million titles from over 70
participating libraries in California and Nevada. All you have to do is search for and select
your item, choose Sonoma County from the list of libraries, and select your
preferred curbside pickup location. Books, DVDs, music CDs, audiobooks, and more
may be borrowed from participating libraries.
Great precautions are being taken with deliveries outside the system—LINK+ materials
are quarantined for seven days before they are moved on to you, just like book drop
returns. Up to three LINK+ holds may be placed at a time. Explore a new world of books
and media today with LINK+!

ONLINE EDUCATION RESOURCES
See the Sonoma County Office of Education website for
news and information about Sonoma County schools.
The PBS LearningMedia website has several free online
resources including standards-aligned videos, interactives,
lesson plans, and more. The website also includes PreK-12
Resources for New School Routines that include
activities, lesson plans, and videos organized by grade and
subject area.

Contact
Us


7120 Bodega Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-823-1153
www.CityofSebastopol.org



