CITY OF SEBASTOPOL
CITY COUNCIL
STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date:
To:

April 2, 2019
Honorable Mayor and Honorable City Councilmembers

From:

Police Lieutenant Greg DeVore

Subject:

Traffic and Parking Modifications

Recommendation:

Approval of Requested improvements/modifications as detailed below in the

Funding:

Staff Report.
See each item below for funding

INTRODUCTION:

These items seek City Council approval for the requested
improvements/modifications as detailed below in the Staff Report.

BACKGROUND:

Periodically, the Police Department receives requests for pedestrian, parking,
bicycle and/or traffic safety modifications. These requests have been reviewed
by Police Staff. After visiting the locations and discussing any concerns raised
by the public, Staff is seeking approval for the requested
improvements/modifications.

DISCUSSION:
Request #1

Create a red zone/no parkin2 zone between the driveways for 150 and 144
Jewell Avenue.

Source:

Resident and property owner at 150 Jewell Avenue.

Discussion:

There is unrestricted parking allowed for 20 feet between the driveways of 150
Jewell Avenue and 144 Jewell Avenue, on the west side of the street. If a car is
parked in that space, drivers exiting the driveway of 150 Jewell Avenue have an
obstructed view of southbound traffic on Jewell Avenue until they are fully into
the traffic lane. The condition is worsened because a telephone pole is located in
the middle of the sidewalk in that same space, further exaggerating the
obstruction.
A notice was sent to neighboring residents notil3’ing them of this request. No
responses were received back from the neighbors on the south side of 150 Jewell,
but we did receive comments from the duplex (#144 and #140) on the north side
of 150 Jewell Avenue.
The residents of the duplex located at 140 & 144 Jewell Avenue are opposed to
the request to establish a red zone. They felt there are too few parking spaces in
the area already, especially when there are events at Ives Park, or services at the
Church next door. Both of these residents expressed their belief that exiting the

driveway to 150 Jewell Avenue was no more hazardous than backing out of any
other driveway, including their own. The felt the requested change was not
warranted, and requested the Council deny the request to establish a red zone
between the driveways.

Staff has reviewed and considered this request; notified area residents of
the request and sought input; spoken to the requestor and neighbors;
considered all input; and personally inspected the conditions present. We
believe safety of the current condition would be enhanced by placement of
the requested red zone.
Funding:

This can be accomplished within the existing Department of Public Works
budget.

Recommendation:

Create a red zone, eliminating one parking spot, to the north side of the driveway
to 150 Jewell Avenue to allow drivers pulling out of the driveway to the
residence more time to react to on-coming traffic.
See attached diagram and photos.

Request #2
Source:
Discussion:

Create a 3-foot red zone to both the north and south side of the driveway to
642 Petaluma Avenue.
Residents at 642 Petaluma Avenue.
642 Petaluma Avenue is located on the west side of Petaluma Avenue, just
north/next to the medical facility at 652 Petaluma Avenue and directly across
from the Sonoma West Medical Center. With the single lane of traffic on
Petaluma Avenue being located on the west side of the roadway, west side
residents leaving their driveways must make a sharp left turn immediately upon
exiting their driveway to stay within the lane of traffic. Most residential
driveways in this section of Petaluma Avenue have a 3-foot red zone on both
edges of their driveway to stop vehicles from parking too close to the driveway
making it difficult to make the sharp left turn needed. Most of these driveways
are narrow by design, at approximately 10 feet wide. The driveway to 642
Petaluma Avenue is no different than the neighboring residences, but does not
have the 3-foot red zones at its edges. The residents request the 3-foot red zones
be added to the edges of their driveway to help make their entry onto the
roadway safer.
The addition of these two small red zones would not decrease the amount of
available street parking in the area.

Funding:
Police

This can be accomplished within the existing Department of Public Works and
Department budgets.

Recommendation:

Paint a 3-foot red zone/curb to the north and south side of the driveway to 642
Petaluma Avenue.
See attached diagram and photos.
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