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Recommendation:
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March 5, 2019
Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers
City Administration
Planning Commission Interviews
That the City Council Interview Applicants for One Opening on the Planning
Commission
Currently Budgeted:
Yes
No _X_ N/A
Net General Fund Cost: $
Amount: $
______

_______

INTRODUCTION:
This item is to request that the Mayor and City Council Conduct the Interviews for
One Opening on the Planning Commission and make appointment later in the agenda.
BACKGROUND:
PLANNING COMMIssIoN —4 YEAR TERM
The Planning Commission meets the 2~d and
Annex, 425 Morris Street Sebastopol, CA.

4th

Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Sebastopol Youth

As the Council is aware, the Planning Commission is the advisory body to the City Council and has such duties as:
A.
To recommend special studies and amendments to the General Plan
B.
To perform such duties and functions as prescribed by law.
C.
To perform such other functions and duties with respect to zoning and other matters as prescribed by City
Ordinance or as may be directed by the City Council.
D.
To act in an advisory capacity to the City Council on public park regulatory issues, improvement needs, and
on public park development projects; and to serve as a forum for members of the public to voice their comments
regarding such matters.
The Commission shall be as follows:
A.
The Commission shall consist of seven (7) members or such other numbers as the City Council shall, from
time to time, determine by resolution, but in no event less than five (5) members. An Alternate may also be
appointed who may serve as a member in the absence of a regular member, or if there is a vacant member position.
B.
The members of the Commission and the Alternate shall be from among residents of the City of Sebastopol
or shall be the owner of a business within the City of Sebastopol, and up to one person who is not in one of the
above categories, but who is a resident of the 95472 Zip Code area, may also be appointed. Members and the
Alternate shall be appointed by a majority of the members of the City Council.
The current terms are listed below. There is currently one opening on the Planning Commission for a term
ending: December 31, 2022.
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DISCUSSION:
The interview to be conducted tonight is to fill one opening on the Planning Commission for a term
ending date of December 31, 2022.
The City Clerk noticed the vacancy in the Sonoma West Time and News, City Hall Bulletin Board and
various other media outlets on several separate occasions and received two applications as of the
deadline. The applications are attached.
Two (2) 20-minute interviews for the applicants are scheduled as follows:
PLANNING COMMISSION INTERVIEW
5:00 pm
Kathy Oetinger
5:20 pm
Luke Linden
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council:
Conduct the scheduled interviews for the opening on the Planning Commission and make an
appointment later in the agenda.
Attachments:
Applications
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the City Council. Please note your information will not be made public unless otherwise indicated. If
appointed, you have a choice whether you wish to have your contact information made public.

Name: Kathy Oetinger
Fircrest Avenue
ebastopol, CA 95472
707
If appointed, do you want this number to be available to the public?
Yes
oNo
Work Phone Number:
If appointed, do you want this number to be available to the public?
oYes
oNo
Facsimile Number:
If appointed, do you want this number to be available to the public?
Yes
oNo
E-Mail Address
If appointed, do you want this address to be available to the public?
Yes
No
Are you a registered voter in Sebastopol?
aYes
X No
If so, for how long? I live just OLitside the city and registered to vote oca y in 198
Do you hold a current business license from the City of Sebastopol?
aYes
X No
If so, for how long?
Board, Commission, or Committee being applied for? Planning Commission
For Design Review Board Applicants:
Design Review Board Supplemental Questions:
Which Category are you Applying For?
Category A
o

Licenses Architect

o

Licensed Landscape Architect

Category B
Licenses Architect
Licensed Landscape Architect
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o

Unlicensed Building Designer

o

Licensed Building Contractor

o

Landscape Contractor

Category C
a

Any Applicant Not in Category A or Category B

Category D
Any Applicant from Category A or who possesses a particular expertise in the area of design,
land use patterns, urban development or other related fields to serve at any meeting or on any
mailer in the absence of a Board member, or in the event a member has a conflict of interest.

Have you a en e a meeting of this body? When?
Yes, but not recently. last attended during the CVS perrnitt’ng process Recent y I have viewed
meetings online.

Have you served on, interviewed for, or applied for this body previously?
Yes
XNo
If so, when? _________________________________________
Present Employer:

ii

Job Title:
Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please list position
held and dates:
I served on the General Plan Advisory Committee, which met from July 2014 to December 2015. and
followed the process of the Draft GP and Draft EIR through adoption in late 2016
Please list civic or charitable organization to which you belong or have belonged.
Current
Sebastopol Tomorrow— 29 yrs, Steering Committee, former Director
Sebastopol Walks Comn,ittee 9 yrs. pubhcity, map/routes for sehastopolwalks.corn
Hallberg Butterfly Gardens— ID yrs, graphic design services, event volunteer
Coastwalk —5 years since 2012, graphic design services
The Legacy Store —3 hours/week, 4 yrs
—

Former
Citizens to Renew the Sebastopol Urban Growth Boundary 2016—
Organizer. Asst. Treasurer, Volunteer Coordinator
GPAC 2 years, member
Fircrest Mutual Water Company 3 years Treasurer
—
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Laguna Uplands Preservation Committee-• ‘I year1 member, graphic design
Sebastopol Education Foundation —2 years, founding Board Member
Pine Crest School Site Council— 1 year1 appointed Member
Pine Crest School —4 years, classroom and library volu iteer
Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? If so, please list position held and dates:
Sebastopol Tomorrow former Director, current Recording Secretary since 2012
Citizens to Renew Organizer Asst. Treasurer
Fircrest Mutual Water Company Treasurer 1989 to 1991
—

—

What special interests, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or committee?
I have experience working collaboratively to plan and complete civic objectives, many of which have
substantially changed our local community and surrounding environment. I have institutional knowledge,
and understand Sebastopol’s constraints and opportunities and I share the community’s desire to
remain a vi al small town
As a member of Sebastopot Tomorrow, attended 1994 GPAC meetings and followed the General Plan
document through the Planning and City approval process.
• Wth Sebastopol Tomorrow crafted the document and campaigned for Measure H Growth
Management Ordinance. Actively supported both Measures H and I (City’s growth management
ordinance).
With the Laguna Uplands Preservation Committee, planned and implemented a community-wide
fundraising car paign to purchase the Laguna Uplands Preserve, protecting wildlife habitat, water
recharge, nat’ve American heritage, views, and potential for recreation
With Greenbelt Alliance, planned for Sebastopol’s first UGB, Sonoma County’s first UGB. and
volunteered for both ballot-winning campaigns.
-

As a creative professional and skilled designer, ‘rn used to visualizing how sketches and written
concep 5 will appear and function in the real world. I’m process-oriented and wiN commit to the study and
preparation needed to be effective in meetings.
Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have attended with major subject studied,
dates and any earned degrees
BA, Fine Arts, UC Santa Barbara
Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:
Please state why you would like to become a member of this board commission or Committee, including
what specific objectives you would be working toward as a member of this body.
I would like to become a member of the Planning Commission to continue my involvement and interest in
the process of growing and maintainng a small town that is also an interesting, healthy environment for
living, growing tip, growing old, working, shopping, playing, and visiting. Spec’fically, I’d like to see the
General Plan’s goals, policies and implementation plans followed to achieve the best outcomes for the
community
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Are you associated with any organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of interest in
performing your duties if appointed to this position?
oVes
X Plo
If yes, please state name of organization/employment:______________________________
City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to vote on matters where there exists a
potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial relationship with the
apphcant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict arises?
XYes
DNO
How did you hear about this opening?
Sarah Gurney asked if woukl he interested in applying for the Planning Commission.
Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing your
application? No.

Applicant’s Signature:
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Applicant’s Name (PLEASE PRINT): Kathryn J. Oetinger
Date: December 17. 2018

Please Initial Each Page:

42’

PLEASE ANSWER QUESTIONS BELOW AND SUBMIT WITH THE APPLICATION:
What do you think qualifies you to be appointed to this board/committee/commission?
I’ve been a citizen in the Sebastopol community for a long time and have a genuine interest in how the
city grows and meets the challenges of modern life: protecting and restoring the natural and agricultural
environment, maintaining a tax base that meets the community’s needs and epectations. improving traffic
conditions on our crossroads while protecting neighborhood streets and economic vitality, reducing our
carbon footprint, conserving water for current and futLire needs, addressing the impacts of increasing
regional tourism, planning for an aging population. and providing affordable housing at all economic
levels.
Are there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concentrate on?
Not presently
How should community comments be integrated into the board/committee/commission decision-making
process?
Community comments are valuable to the city AND to a project’s proponents. For large projects, I think
the sooner everyone gets into the room to be heard—the better Making sure that neighbors and other
members of the comthunity have enough information to make informed comments at the appropriate
time is important to me.
If appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member vehemen y
disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?
I would respect the other member’s e ement” passion for their own opinions, but privately suggest to
them that it’s not necessary to bully me, or to be threatened by my differing opinions. Each member
should bring their best to the group for consideration
How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your board/committee/commission
that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and standards, but that you personally do not
support?
I would state why I didn’t support the policy or standard and suggest alternate po icy or standard, but I
would be committed to considering the proposal based only on the City’s policies and standards.
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APPLICATION PLANNING COMMISSION
City of Sebastopol
AflN: Mary Gourley, City Manager
Re: Planning Commissioner Vacancy
7120 Bodega Avenue
Sebastopol, CA 95472
Dear Mary, Kari, and the City Council of Sebastopol,
I am interested in working with the City of Sebastopol (City) to shape the future of our community.
Sebastopol is where I grew up, with 1 3 years learning in our public schools. The success of this city
means a great deal to me. Amid large changes in the City, we must work boldly to create a more
inclusive Sebastopol. Whether reducing the third-highest youth and general homelessness rate
among suburban counties or attracting small business development, I am ready to dive in.
I have utilized my urban planning education in the fields of public advocacy, electoral organizing, and
nonprofit research & development. Commitment to environmental health and equity would
meaningfully inform my participation on the Planning Commission as I develop a planning career.
Below, please see my examination responses. In this literally and figuratively changing climate, our
City has a great opportunity to make our environmentally innovative community increasingly
inclusive and increasingly resilient.
I am grateful for consideration and the work you all do to create a stronger City of Sebastopol.
Respectfully.

Luke Lindenbusch
Valley View Drive

PL~AS~ D~llTllAL ~ACN PAP~~)
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Name: Luke Lindenbusch
Home Address, City, State and Zip Code:Ø Valley View Drive, Sebastopol, CA 95472
Home Phone Numbe4$ja~i~*
If appointed, do you want this number to be available to the public?
DYes

ZN0

E-Mail Address: lukelindenbusch@gmail.com
If appointed, do you want this address to be available to the public?
DYes

UNo

Are you a registered voter in Sebastopol?
DYes

EINo

If so, for how long? Updated registration in February 2019
Do you hold a current business license from the City of Sebastopol?
DYes

LNo

Board, Commission, or Committee being applied for?
V Planning

Category A
D

Licensed Architect

LI

Licensed Landscape Architect

Category B
LI

Licensed Architect

LI

Licensed Landscape Architect

LI

Unlicensed Building Designer
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Licensed Building Contractor

El

Landscape Contractor

Category C
~

Any Applicant Not in Category A or Category B

Category U

J

Any Applicant from Category A or who possesses a particular expertise in the area of design.
land use patterns, urban development or other related fields to serve at any meeting or on any
matter in the absence of a Board member, or in the event a member has a conflict of interest.

Have you attended a meeting of this body? When?
Several, while Iwas attending Analy High School (2009-2013).
Have you served on, interviewed for, or applied for this body previously?
DYes

~No

Present Employer:
N/A, in interview stage with prospective employers in planning. I will promptly notify the City
Council of all concurrent appointments, should conflict of interest arise.
Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please list
position held and dates:
This would be my first time serving at the’ pleasure of a governmental body, and I have not held
elected office. I can think of no better place to start than my home town.
Please list civic or charitable organization to which you belong or have belonged:
I have held positions with the following nonprofits & civic campaigns (by most recent): Beto for
Texas, Ceres Community Project, New York University, Children’s Radio Foundation, Urban Design
Forum, American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Drug Policy Alliance, and West County Health Centers.
Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? If so, please list position held and dates:
No.
What special interests, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or committee?

~3
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The decisions made by a Planning Commission reverberate for generations. At the age of 23, I would
bring the average Commissioner age from 57 to 52, closer to the Sebastopol median of 42. Decisionmakers from a diversity of ages, backgrounds, and identities vivify civic function. I will work to
ensure that the City is one where my hypothetical descendants can afford and want to live.
I have a diverse range of interest and long-term participation in the communities of Sonoma County.
Since I was raised here, I know the nooks and cranny of Sebastopol well, and have a strong
understanding of the evolution of our urban infrastructure and how our city was built.
Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have attended with malor subiect
studied, dates and any earned degrees:
I completed a Bachelor of Arts with Honors at New York University’s Gallatin School of Individualized
Study in 2016. My academic concentration, Biopolitics of Development, examined the human and
environmental health implications of regional planning.
I enrolled in varied coursework at Santa Rosa Junior College in my last three years at Analy High
School: mostly Spanish, Statistics, and Eastern European Folk Dancing.
In summer of 2017, I took a Permaculture Design Course at the Occidental Center for Arts & Ecology,
with the continued intent of learning more about the native vegetation of Sonoma County and how it
shapes our experiences living intermingled in it, within and beyond city boundaries.
Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:
I was interviewed by MTV News for my work gathering over 300 faculty signatures for the nation’s
second largest university faculty endorsement letter for fossil-fuel divestment. This community
commitment to sustainability through systemic change was influenced in large part by my childhood
growing into environmental stewardship in Sebastopol.
As the featured alum from my graduating class in NYU’s quarterly magazine, I discussed my grant to
conduct independent field research on LGBTQ justice in Senegal. I was awarded the Gallatin Global
Fellowship in Urban Practice from the Urban Democracy Lab. The project was unable to be
completed due to a partner falling through in Germany, but the preparation itself was worthwhile and
I was able to learn from an organization rehabilitating nearly 600 acres of vacant public land in New
York City. In connection with this award and work on the Supreme Court marriage equality case with
the ACLU, NYU’s student-run Washington Square News named me a 2015 Up-and-Comer.
Please state why you would like to become a member of this board, commission or Committee,
including what specific objectives you would be working toward as a member of this body:
I have spent a good amount of time looking into the General Plan, and would take a detailed, context
driven approach to ensuring the comprehensive execution and evolution of that document.

We must examine how the City can be more proactive and specific on the rezoning of eligible singlefamily parcels, to incentivize those homes with adequate infrastructure to do so immediately. The
imminence of County changes on parcels over 5000 square feet and assorted sea change from
Governor Newsom’s Office of Planning & Research are major turning points for keeping Sebastopol
ahead of the curve on cottage development, with localized consideration of how to both mitigate
displacement and uphold historical preservation.
Plans for the Northern and Southern gateways of the City are an exciting opportunity for spreading
out the flow of traffic, commerce, and habitation along 11 6, the street best suited for intensification,
diversification, and verticality. Living off Bodega Avenue, I know that West-East congestion is a major
consideration, and without densifying along our longitude we will worsen traffic.
Are you associated with ~ny organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of interest in
performing your duties if appointed to this position?
LJYes

JNo

If yes, please state name of organization/employment:
City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to vote on matters where there exists a
potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial relationsj~
with the applicant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict arises?
~Yes

DNo

How did you hear about this opening?
Word of mouth, but Councilmember Glade Gurney’s mention in the Sonoma County Gazette that
someone suggested “the next generation doesn’t care about public service” encouraged me to prove
that sentiment wrong. Last year, my generation generated the highest youth voter turnout in a
quarter century. Young people care, but increasingly can’t afford to live and work here with time to
spare on meaningful participation on city commissions.
Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing ypig
application and materials provided with the application?
No.
Applicant’s Signature:
icas Anthony Lindenbusch p.k.a. Luke Lindenbusch
Date: 14 February 2019
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PLEASE ANSWER QUESTIONS BELOW AND SUBMIT WITH THE APPLICATION:
What do you think qualifies you to be appointed to this board/committee/commission?
I am building on existing training in urban planning, and am committed to the health of Sebastopol.
Are there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concentrate on?
As Sebastopol warms, we must be proactive about investing in tree cover and permeable
infrastructure to create a more livable, walkable, bike-able Sebastopol: cultivating biodiversity and
protecting our natural resources as we densify. More recently developed portions of the city like the
west side bear noticeably greater pavement and less vegetation. An equity assessment of the tree
cover in the city and development of a community program is an initiative I would push to formalize.
Affordability will require creative reimagining of this City unlike what we’ve ever seen before.
Keeping all interests of Sebastopol alive is critically important, and this requires finesse surrounding
slipperier issues to implement, like upholding that elusive “small town feel.”
In general, the Planning Commission could inform a more proactive approach to sustainably increase
population within the City of Sebastopol. Sprawl beyond our city boundary is intensifying, putting the
sustainability of agricultural and artisanal livelihoods at risk, We must work smarter to make our
community a leader of cities reducing ecological footprint to meet goals set by the State of California.
How should community comments be integrated into the board/committee/commission decisionmaking process?
Rigorously, and as often as possible. The City should cultivate expanded opportunities for
participatory budgeting and community education, while widening the net of digital communication.
Beyond taking comments from those with the initiative and expertise to get involved, improving
outreach with all impacted communities is an ongoing effort, My most rewarding work experience
has been organizing marginalized communities, and this perspective informs my lifelong drive to get
people excited about public change and involved in civic life. Seeing a public board dismiss public
commentary can be heartbreaking, and I would work to avoid this and include as many as possible.
If appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member vehemently
disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?
I do not shy away from lively and civil debate to reach a solution. That said, respect for the decorum
and mission of the City chamber comes first, and butting heads to an extent of derailing meetings is a
waste of precious time. I expect to vehemently disagree with colleagues on that same level of respect.
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How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your
board/committee/commission that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and standards, but
that you personally do not supoort?
I will oppose decisions made without respect to the will of the voters and a thorough investigation of
written law. I will substantiate such critique with invocation of law and community feedback. Law is
meant to be both upheld and amended, especially when clarifying terms of compliance.
Comprehensive consideration of community wellbeing is the moral compass of public service.

