Rebecca Mansour
From:

Kari Svanstrom

Sent:

Thursday, December 17 , 2020 10:28 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Sebastopol lnn - Attend the meeting; submit your feedback (support as well as

To:
Subject:

concerns).

From : M a ry Gou rley <m gou rley@cityofse bastopo l.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December L5,2O2O 4:40 PM

To: Una Glass (una.glass.seb@sonic.net)<una.glass.seb@sonic.net>; sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com
<sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com>; Neysa Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich
<drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; 'Patrick Slayter (ps.sebcc@gmail.com)'<ps.sebcc@gmail.com>
Cc: Lawrence McLaughlin <lmclaughlin@cityofsebastopol.org>; Don Mort <dmort@sebpd.com>; Kari Svanstrom
<ksva nstrom @cityofse bastopo l.o rg>

Subject: FW: Sebastopol lnn - Attend the meeting; submit your feedback (support as well as concerns).
Good evening
Please see email below

Tharckyu
Mary Gourlqt
Assistant

Ci\ Manager/Cig Ckrh MMC

From: Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15,2O2O 4:13 PM
To: Ma ry Gou rley <mgo u rley@ cityofse basto po l.org>
Subject: Re: Sebastopol lnn - Attend the meeting; submit your feedback (support as well as concerns)

On Dec 15,2020, at l-0:09 AM, Alan Beckstead

<alanbeckstead@sb

>

wrote

Diana
I am in full support of using the Sebastopol lnn as a residence for seniors who are homeless due to
financial situation. As a member of the board of directors for the Sebastopol Area Senior Center I hope
we can partner with the residence to support the seniors. This a a population that is at great risk for not
only COVID but isolation, abuse and other health issues. I hope the council recognizes that this is a
group that we need to show compassion for and our support.

Alan Beckstead
On Monday, December 14,2020,08:45:23 PM PST, Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org> wrote:

Sebastopol lnn/Proiect Homekev: Please attend the special meeting tomorrow evening. Our hope
and expectation is that much information will be shared and many questions will be answered by the
end of the evening. Remember that there will be an opportunity for public comments. Be prepared to

share your thoughts, even if you've already submitted emails to me or to other City Councilmembers.
Please be there to help the Sebastopol lnn project be a long term successful addition to our
community!
1. City Gouncil Special Meeting Details:Tomorrow evening, December 15@6pm

Zoom
Link:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81539647429?pwd=Q3g1MWI4eTVBSStQMW83UUJ1U3hqdz09
Meeting packet includes a document containing the County's power point presentation as well as the
questions/comments forurarded by the City to the County (see attached).
For full meeting Agenda and all related information: click here.

2. Thank you all for your feedback sent directly to me. lt was included (in a summary fashion) in
the list I provided last week to Mary Gourley for forwarding to the County. Her full list (including
all questions she received from all City Councilmembers as well as others) is the second half of the
document attached here.
3. Opportunity to Provide Additional Feedback to the Entire Council and the County: lf you
would like to make sure the full Council as well as County representatives receive your comments in
full format, there is still time to do that. lf you've already sent me an email, just reply to let me know
you'd like me to forward it verbatim (l'm happy to do this - all I need is your permission). Also, any of
you (or others) are welcome to send an email directly to Mary Gourley, Assistant City Manager
(mgourley@cityofsebastopol.orq). She will automatically distribute your email to all City Council
members and will fonnrard it to County representatives. Put "Sebastopol lnn" in your subject line.

4. Don't Forget the Positive Feedback! lf you are motivated to express positive support of the
Sebastopol lnn project, I urge you to share that perspective, if you haven't already. The County
needs to hear all our voices - those expressing concerns and questions, as well as those expressing
support and compassion (and of course those voices that express both sentiments!).
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this very important discussion.
Diana
Please reply to: Diana Rich
Sebasfopo/ City Council
d ri c h @ c ityofse b a stopol. o rq
(707) 861 -0032 (tex|voice)

<Agenda ltem Number 8 Sebatopol lnn Presentation and Discussion.pdf>
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Rebecca Mansour
From:

Kari Svanstrom

Sent:
To:

Wednesday, December 16,2020 11:33 AM
Rebecca Mansour
FW: Sebastopol lnn- Priority housing

Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

----Original Message----From: Leona Judson <leonaj@sonic.net>
Sent: Wednesday, December 09,2020 6:31PM
To : City Cou ncil <cityco u ncil @cityofse bastopo l.org>

Subject: Sebastopol lnn- Priority housing

It looks like priority will be given to people already housed in other hotels, etc. Will there be some priority given to our
own homeless? I hope the elderly, bearded gentleman I see around town dragging his cart behind him. I hope he gets a
spot. And, who decides?
Leona Judson

1

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,202010:42 PM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Sebastopol lnn

Follow up
Flagged

From: Elise Turner <elise.october@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15,2O2O 4:39 PM
To: City Council <cityco u ncil @cityofsebastopo l.o rg>
Subject: Sebastopol I nn
Hello City Council Members,
Just a quick note to let you know that I am in support of the use of the Sebastopol lnn as a home for our most vulnerable
citizens.
Many thanks for all you do,
Elise M. Turner
Sebastopol CA

95472
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Rebecca Mansour

Subiect:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,20202.'25 PM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Housing SuPPort of the Homeless

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

From:
Sent:

lo:

From: Alaya Babineau <alaya'babineau@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December L5,2A2O 2:06 PM
Rich
To: una.glass.seb@sonic.net; sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com; Neysa Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana
<drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps.sebcc@gmail.com; Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
Subject: Housing Support of the Homeless
Dear Council Members,
lnn
My name is Mia Babineau and I am writing to express my support for the Project Homekey for the Sebastopol
Proposal. And this is why.

.

.

a

The Project Homekey Sebastopol Inn acquisition by the County of Sonoma
provides a real solution to housing Covid-vulnerable unsheltered individuals
during the time of this pandemic.It responds to an immediate need to house
people during the pandemic using State funding that is ONLY available until the
end of this month (Deccmber 202A) and that can ONLY bc used for acquiring
properties like the Sebastopol Inn'
Due to the short time frame of funding availability and the crisis of the
pandemic, there is no time to look.for other locations. The choice is - housing
approximately 30 plus COVID vulnerable individuals almost immediately - or
NOT.
The per unit cost of acquiring this facility is much lower than building a facility
from scratch

This project will be managed by a nonprofit organization in partnership with
the County of Sonoma. It will address the health, mental health and social
service needs of the occupants. Security will also be provided on site.
a

The Sebastopol Inn site is an ideal location, located very close to a bus stop,
close to a federally funded health clinic, close to three grocery storcs, and is
above thc area that floods. Meals will be supplicd to residents. It is one lot
away from Park Village, another project that has success/ully provided housing
to formerly homeless families and individuals'

1

a

The County is working with the City of Sebastopol to mitigate costs to the
city. The project is under the jurisdiction of the county Nor the city of
Sebastopol.. After the COVID emergency, an organization like West County
Community Services, who are very familiar with our community and its needs,
could contract with the County to manage the Inn permanently as a supportive
housing facility.

opportunities to actually solve homelessness are very, very rare. Sebastopol
residents have been asking for solutions to homelessness and very low income
housing and this is a big opportunity to have a facility and a program within
Sebastopol.
Warmly, Mia Babineau
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 2:24 PM

lo:
Subiect:

Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I support Project HomekeY

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

-----Origina I Message---

From: Olivia Rathbone <olivia@oaec.org>
Sent:Tuesday, December 15,202A 11:56 AM
To : City Counci I <citycouncil @cityofse bastopol.org>
Subject: I suPport Project HomekeY
Hello Sebastopol City Council,

writing to whole heartedly support Project Homekey and commend all those who are working to provide longgrow unchecked in
overdue, safe shelterto our neighbors in need. To allow gross housing disparities continue to
but necessary crisis
is
sonoma county is to morally gut the soul and integrity of our community. Project Homekey a tiny,
intervention step in the right direction.
I am

please do not succumb
Thank you

Olivia Rathbone
Sebastopol Resident

to NIMBY-ism I

Do

the rlght thing! Make Project Homekey a reality.

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,202A 2:23 PM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: ltem#B- Homekey The Sebastopol lnn

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status;

From: Paul Yeomans <paul.yeomans3@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 t2:24 PM
To: Ma ry Gourley <mgou rley@ cityofseba sto pol.o rg>
Subject: ltem#8- Homekey The Sebastopol lnn
Agenda ltem

#8 : Homekey- Sebastopol lnn

City Council Members and Linda Hopkins,

My name is Paul Yeomans and I live in Sebastopol- I have raised my children in the west county {Oak Grove, Willowside
and Analy) , coached sports, been active in the local Chamber of Commerce, Rotary and more.
As a resident of Sebastopol, I am disappointment in how the county supervisors are moving forward with the

acquisition of the Sebastopol lnn. We are a small and generous community and have supported many projects in the
past. I believe and want to support vulnerable individuals experiencing homelessness in the right location - the issue is
the location
at the entrance to Sebastopol, Surrounded by retail, restaurants, bike path and an open market area {The
Barlow). This is a pedestrian thoroughfare. Are the supervisors willing to risk the lively hood of these business owners
on their decision? Willthey personally step up and compensate these owners for lost revenues?
Location

-

The only reason the county has this option is due to the current owner offering up the property - there has been no due
diligence and minimal community involvement for a decision that will affect Sebastopol residents indefinitely. lf this
was a new home, subdivision, or commercial project the city and county would be requiring many more steps and
hurdles before approval. Outside of this property being offered up, has the county done any research on other
locations? For example the vacant building in the south side of town that has 13 rooms or other locations within the
county? Just because it's a decision of convenience for the supervisors with the property being offered up at the perfect

time does not make it the right decision- definitely not for Sebastopol. Again, I support the creation of long-term
supportive housing for our needy and individuals experiencing homeless. But, I do not support the location our county
is acquiring in Sebastopol for this purpose.
The county is making a quick decision that will have a long term effect on our City - I believe the supervisors have steam
rolled this forward just to show the public they are making progress on the homeless issue within the county. The sad
part of this whole process is that we truly have not been given a voice on this critical decision that affects our
community {not sure it matters at this time} or a detailed impact report for the residents to review. Just because there
are state funds available does not mean you should jump at the first opportunity that is presented - the only winner
here is the seller of the Sebastopol lnn.

1

Then we have the cost of acquisition (is this fair market value and how was it determined?), development costs (has the
county put these out for bid?) and where are the operating expenses being funded for the next 20+ years? What will be
the actual cost now and in the future? I do not believe the county has a clue even with the State providing funding. I
understand that Measure O and housing vouchers will provide some support for the project's annual expenses, but
what are the additional cost to the county's budget?
Our city also needs to consider the loss of the TOT tax and the possible expense to our local police/fire
departments. Even if there is 24 security, that only supports the premises. Additionally, Sebastopol does not have

a

hospital for emergency issues.
Please explain again (for the second time) to our community why this is the right long term solution located at the
gateway of Sebastopol?

Personally, I do not support this project. The county supervisors have not done their job correctly and are just reacting
to a convenient opportunity. Again, this is just a decision of convenience with very little thought as it pertains to our
town of 8,000 residents. When was the last time the city or county made a decision of this magnitude with new
development plans or zoning changes without proper due diligence?

Sincerely,
Paul Yeomans
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 2:22 PM

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I support Project Homekey - Sebastopol lnn

From: John Henel - Politics <politics@johnhenel.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December L5,2020 12:10 PM
To: Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofse bastopo l.o rg>
Cc:

Subject: I support Project Homekey - Sebastopol lnn
Hello Mary & The Sebastopol City Council,
We have a unique opportunity to help address the significant homelessness issue facing Sonoma County. And this is
even more pressing given the pandemic we are also facing.

With state funding, only available through the end of December, we can provide transitional housing with supporting
services for up to 30 families. This is a no-brainer.
For Sebastopol, with all its left-leaning, progressive politics, it is time to put up or shut up.

Thank-you, Council, for taking the lead on this critically important problem'

-John

Henel

Sebastopol

nolitics@johnhene!.eqn

I

Rebecca Mansour
Kari Svanstrom

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, December 15,2O2O 2:22 PM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Project Homekey SebastoPol lnn

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

From: James Freed <jamesfreed.design@ me.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December !5,2020 12:07 PM
To: Una Glass <una.glass.seb@sonic.net>; Sarah Gurney <sarahgurney.seb@gmail,com>; Neysa Hinton
<NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; Patrick Slayter <ps.sebcc@Smail.com>;
M ary Gourley <mgourley@cityofse bastopo l.org>
Subject: Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn

Dear Councilmembers,

My nane is Janres Freed and I anr writing to express sr.lpport for the ProiecUjonteke), Sebastonol lnn proposal
The project Homekey Sebastopol Inn acquisition by the County of Sonoma provides a real solution to
housing Covid-vulnerable unsheltered individuals during the time of this pandomic.It respo.nd-s-to an
immediate need to house people during the pandemic using State funding that is ONLY available until
the end of this month (December 2020) and that can ONLY be used for acquiring propertics like the
Sebastopol Inn.
There are several other key reasons why the Council should support Project Homekcy Sebastopol Inn

I .The per

unit cost of acquiring this facility is much lower than building a facility from scratch.

2. Due to the short time frame of funding availability and the crisis of the pandemic, there is no time to
look.for other locations. The choice is - housing approximately 30 plus COVID vulnerable individuals
almost immediately - or NOT.
3. The per unit cost of acquiring this facility is much lower than building a facility from scratch'
4. This project will be managed by a nonprofit organization in partncrship with the County of
Sonoma. Ii will address the health, rnental health and social service needs of the occupants. Security
will also be provided on site.

1

5. The County is working with the City of Sebastopol to mitigate costs to the City. The project is under
the jurisdiction of the County NOT the City of Sebastopol., After the COVID emergency, an
organization like West County Community Services, who are very familiar with our community and its
needs, could contract with the County to manage the Inn permanently as a supportive housing facility.
6. Opportunities to actually solve homelessness are very, very rare. Sebastopol residents have been
asking for solutions to homelessness and very low income housing and this is a big opportunity to have
a facility and a program within Sebastopol.

There is a very vocal minority in our community here in Sebastopol who oppose this project and do not
wish to see this type of service provided at this location in Sebastopol. lf not us then who? And if not
now, then when? This project will help families in need during this tenuous time. Please support this
important project.

Thank you for your leadership on this important and challenging issue
Sincerely,
James Freed

James Freed Design
www.iamesfreed.com

"All education is environmental education...by what is included or excluded we teach the young that they are a part of,
or apart from the natural world." - David W. Orr, 2005
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Follow Up Ftag:
Flag Status:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 2:22 PM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I support Project Homekey at the Sebastopol lnn

Follow up
Flagged

From: Mac Thompson <coldoceanwater@gma il.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December t5,2A2O 11:59 AM
To: Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>; una.glass.seb@sonic.net; sarahgurney'seb@gmail,com; Neysa
Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps'sebcc@gmail.com
Subject: I support Project Homekey at the Sebastopol lnn
I have lived in Sebastopol with my wife and two kids for 12 years. We live in town and spend a lot of time walking and
biking everywhere. lt has unfortunately become common for us to know families that have had to move from
Sebastopol because it is too expensive, and we are becoming increasingly aware of the high rate of childhood hunger
and childhood homelessness in our county. As a strong community, I feel it is important for us to be understanding and
accepting of each others' struggles and vulnerabilities. Otherwise, we allow a broken system that rejects people because

of poverty, or a lack of housing, or health problems, to diminish our communities potential. A strong community
supports those that are struggling and need assistance.
l,ve been a paramedic for 18 years. I'd say that homelessness leads to more use of city services lF they are sleeping
outside, or don't have access to health services, or other support services. Giving people the assistance and support they
need leads to more stability for everyone. The argument that we will see an increase in the use of city services would
have to also say that people with diabetes or heart problems or covid or other health problems, or people who drive
cars, or elderly, or any other signs of weakness, might use more city services and shouldn't live here. The argument that
taxpayers shouldn't pay towards homeless housing is not supportive of a strong community. lf you own a home,
congratulations. please pay taxes to support your community. lf you have a job, congratulations. Please pay a small
percentage of your earnings to support your community.
Thank you so so much for your time and efforts on the city council. I spent 4 years on the Sebastopol Union School Board
and I know that you are working very hard to make the best decisions you can. I really appreciate you.
Mac Thompson

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 2:21 PM

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Agenda ltem 8. Presentation and Discussion from County of Sonoma on Project
Homekey/Purchase of Sebastopol lnn.

Flag Status:

From: Kyle Falbo <falbok@sonoma.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, December t5,2A2O 11:59 AM
To: Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
Subject: Agenda ltem 8. Presentation and Discussion from County of Sonoma on Project Homekey/Purchase of
Sebastopol lnn.

I

a

The Palms Inn project in Santa Rosa is likely the best image of what we can expect to see
regarding the Sebastopol Inn. I encourage you and others to visit this location to see what
we might expect the Sebastopol Inn to resemble once established. Of note will be the
piles of collected belongings existing on site. To the untrained eye, this might be
considered an eye sore, but I challenge others to try to understand this as part of the
coping mechanism and resourcefulness of being unhoused. In fact, I believe there is much
to the mental health and coping behind homelessness that the ego of Sebastopol witl
likely need to come to grips with as it embraces these folks into our community.
As part of educating our community and integrating Sebastopol into the homeless suppott
services that the Sebastopol Inn project will be providing, I suggest that the city have a
community liaison serve in some capacity on any governing board related to the
Sebastopol Inn project, I want to emphasize that this role would be primarily that of an
advisory role. This isn't about trying to steer the direction of the project, but rather to
educate and inform a city that is generally far removed from the discussion of
homelessness as it currently exists in the county. Sebastopol should not ignore both their
responsibility and opportunity to work with the county on this project. It is my belief that
Sebastopol leadership was not a paft of the dialogue until so late in the Sebastopol Inn
decision making process as a result of their lacking in participation in the efforts that have
been taking place county-wide over the last 4+ years.
There is likely to be some friction between the current Sebastopol-based Park Village
project and the County-based Sebastopol Inn project. I first want to commend the city in
its efforts to take a stab at providing the support services thus far. Every single person
that has benefited from this project should be seen as a success. But that being said, I
don't believe that the project has been as e{ficient or effective as it could be. With the
geographic proximity of the two projects so close, I think it would be impoftant to have
some clear dialogue between the two projects regarding scope and jurisdiction, but also
this should be seen as an opportunity for collaboration and consultation. I'm concerned
about this topic in particular because I would hate to see our city again miss out on a
chance at partnership due to "ego" or a difference in opinion over decision making.
1

a

With regard to jurisdiction, in a recent visit to the Palms Inn it was clear that the Sonoma
Sheriffs Depaftment will likely begin regularly patrolling and actively making their
presence known at the Sebastopol Inn property. I believe now is the time for our city to
enact an explicitly stated rnutual aid protocol with the Sonoma Sheriffs Department.
Failure to do so will likely jeopardize our city to civil litigation as a result of the frequent
misconduct and violence enacted by the Sonoma Sheriffs Department.

Kyle Falbo

Dept. of Mathematics
Sonoma State University
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 2:21 PM

lo:

Rebecca Mansour

Subject:

Re: Absolute Support

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

of Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

From: sunali sikand <sunali.sikand@gmail,com>
Sent: Tuesday, December t5,2O2O 11:24 AM
To: Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
Subject: Fwd: Absolute Support of Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

Forwarded message
From: sunali sikand <sunali.sikand@email.com>
Date: Mon, Dec L4, 2020 at 12:59 AM
Subject: Absolute Support of Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition
To: <ufra.elass.seb@sonic.ne!>, Sarah Gurney <sarahgurnev.se.b@gmail.com),
<d rich

(trhintQ.l@citVof

),

@citvofsebastopoJ.ore>, <ps.sebcc@gr'nq il,com>

Dear Councilmembers,

Loving the wettening that is happening at the moment! We here at home were graced with a full
rainbow this afternoon and while I revel in the magic of those moments, I recognize my place of
privilege in contrast to others.
My maternal grandfather would say that no one wants to be the only tree in the park blooming. I feel
the same when it comes to matters like homelessness, and that beckons by desire to weigh in on this
important decision for Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn.

strongly urge you, as a homeowner and business owner here in Sebastopol to Choose to allow the
creation of Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn.
I

Last year, I was thinking about just that, about a remodel for lves Park. I visioned quite extensively,
met with other community members, researched previous plans and more. But when I sat with it,
spending energy to beautify an already functional park seemed selfish in light of the growing Joe
Rodatta encampment. So began time being in service to the community there.
Mary, aptly named given the season, an older lady in her 60's, with no teeth and clear mental health
challenges but nonetheless wild, wonderful and loveable as all heck! took residence in my
heart.Trying to navigate real, decent, comprehensive help for her drove me into despair.
1

wish I could share with you the names of allthe agencies I contacted in trying to get someone to
help me help her, but I was so overwhelmed with the continuous walls thrown up and urgency to find
her suitable assistance, to document the experience. Suffice to say, it was disheartening to learn that
our social fabric has such substandard offerings for our community members.
I

So into my backyard she came. Literally, as she likes sleeping outside, that's whcre she slept when I
could find no place else to match her needs. Project Homekey is needed within our
community, without it vulnerable folks will be compromised and, we all know, on the

streets of our neighborhoods, but unassisted vs. assisted.
The Sebastopol lnn offering would be like a pot of gold to Covid-vulnerable individuals. And the
county is footing the bill! lt would be a shame to not allow this at the most perfect location, a hotel!!
l'd rather our community support those in need, than a place for urban tourists to crash at after they
drench their bodies with fermented grape juice.
With Hearts Wide Open,
Sunali Shanti Sikand
Sebastopol, CA95472

2

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:

lo:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, Decernber 15,202A2:21 PM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: ln support of the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

Follow up
Flagged

-----Origina I M essage----From: Denise Meier <neesie@sonic.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December t5,Z02O 11:29 AM

To: Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>; una.glass.seb@sonic.net; Sarah Glade Gurney
<sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com>; Neysa Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich
@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps.sebcc@gmail.com
Subject: ln support of the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

<d rich

Dear Councilmembers,
I

am writing to express my support of the HomeKey project at the Sebastopol lnn.

ln this very difficult time even for those of us who are housed, it is important to take advantage of this opportunity to
create a dynamic ongoing service for helping our homeless population, I especially like the fact that, rather than being
tiny bandaid that will help only a few currently homeless individuals, the project offers ongoing support and help for
people on the road to self-sufficiency, assisting them to find permanent housing and opening the space for another
homeless person to benefit from these services.

a

that many otherwise kind-hearted people feel threatened by the increased presence of homeless people (with
possibly unpredictable behavior) in our town, and will be expressing opposition to the project. I hope that you will stand
in the face of these objections and do what seems to me to be the right thing.
I know

Thank you for your leadership,
Denise Meier
Sebastopol
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 2:21 PM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: project homekey sebastoPl lnn

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

From: Clare Najarian <armen@sonic'net>
Sent: Tuesday, December !5, 2O2O 11:30 AM
To: Mary Gourley <mgou rley@cityofsebastopol.o rg>
Subject: FW: project homekey sebastopl lnn

On Mon, Dec 14, 2Q20 at 2:59 PM Clare Najarian <armen(itlsottic.net> wrote:
I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition!!l
Dear Council members
My name is Clare Najarian and I am writing to express my support for the Project Homekey Sebastopol proposal.
of
I am concerned with the # of people wholre homeless in our county. I am primarily concerned with the vulnerability
people when it comes to
Cbvid and all that that entails.
I understand lhe proposal to help these people goes only to the end of December and can only be used for acquiring
properties like the SebastoPol
inn. tt this opportunity is passed on, 30+ Covid vulnerable people get nothing!
Opportunities to solve Homeless are rare, and you have the choice to do something that is very important'
A special thanks to the City Council for considering this issue plus leading on il as a challenging issue-

Clare Najarian
Sebastopol,

Ca 95472
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2420
Rebecca Mansour
FW: Project Homekey

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

11 15

AM

-----Original Message----From: Loralee Denny <loralee@sonic.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 75,2A2A 8:47 AM
To : City Counci I <citycouncil@cityofsebastopol.o rg>
Subject: Project Homekey
Dear City Council Members,

l'm writing to express my support for the acquisition of the Sebastopol lnn for the purpose of sheltering our fellow
citizens who currently find themselves without a safe haven.
Sebastopol has an active and willing community ready to provide support. We have the opportunity to be a model for a
humane, loving relationship with this community. Let's not shirk out of projected negative impacts based on fear, let us
embrace and welcome this opportunity to give a helping hand. We have so much here, l'd like to see us share it with
sincerity and generosity.
Respectfully,
Loralee Denny

Sent from my iPhone

1

Rebecca Mansour
Kari Svanstrom

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, December 15,2020 11:01 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Project home key for Seb lnn

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

From: Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December 75,202O 9:18 AM
To: Ma ry Gourley <mgou rley@cityofsebastopol.org>
Subject: Re: Project home key for Seb lnn

Please reply to: Diana Rich
Sebastopol City Council
d {ich @ citvof se ba sto p-o L ore
{707) 861-0032 (text/voice}

On Dec L5,2A2A, at 9:14 AM, Pauland Laura <laurashafer@pobox.colB> wrote:
Just want you to know I support this proiect in our city.
Thank you
Laura Shafer

I

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Kari Svanstrom

Tuesday, December 15,2A2O 10:58 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition
Follow up
Flagged

From: Liz Finn <lizfinn@sonic.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 75,2A2A 9:29 AM
Subject: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

Dear Council Members,

S

My name is Liz Finn and I support the Project Hornekev

proposal.

As I am asked to shelter in place, I am acutely aware of those without any place to shelter
As a Council and community, we have the opportunity to support 30 at risk people, who struggle with
homelessness, settle into permanent housing with guaranteed services and security.
Let's be honest with ourselves-historically, has each one of us done enough to fight for low income housing in
the Sebastopol area? Is it ever the right place, or the right time? Let's step up now and do the right thing. Say
YES to housing the mosi vulnerable among us at the Sebastopol lnn.

Liz Finn,
Sebastopol

I

Rebecca Mansoult
Kari Svanstrom

From:
Sent:

Tuesday, December 15,202010:58 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Project Homekey SebastoPol lnn

to:
Subject:

Follow up
Flagged

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

----Origina I M essage-*-From: J ulie Wall <juliewa 112011@gmail'com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 75,2020 9:28 AM
To : City Cou ncil <citycouncil @cityofsebasto po I'org>

Subject: Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn
Dear Councilmembers,
I retired and moved to the City of Sebastopol from San Francisc o 7 t/2 years ago. I chose Sebastopol because I believed
it to be a forward thinking, compassionate and accepting community. (l have tried to do my part as a volunteer driver for
the Senior Center since I moved here.) But now I have to wonder if any of that is true given the vitriol and distortions
I've read from neighbors in the pD and on NextDoor about the proposed acquisition of the Sebastopol lnn to provide
permanent housing for 35 frail, elderly homeless people.
Judging by some neighbors' comments on NextDoor, you would think we are inviting the Hells Angels, Bloods and Crips
into our town. Or that we are asking them to pay
for the purchase the lnn. Those funds come from the State and the project will be managed by the County.
Please approve this

projectl lt's the only right thing to do.

Thank you,

Julie Wall
Sebastopol

Sent from my iPad

I

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 '10:59 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Use of Sebastopol lnn for Project Homekey Homeless Services

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

From: Tim Lynch <rockon@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15,202A 9:52 AM
To: City Cou nci I <citycou ncil @cityofse bastopol.org>
Subiect: Use of Sebastopol lnn for Project Homekey Homeless Services

I do not support the use of this focility for sheltering the homeless. 1) ft uses too much money
for the purchose ond reconstruction of the focility itself. I think thot sqme qmount of money
could procure more lond/fqcility spoce elsewhere 'perhqps on lond olreody owned by the
citylcounty.2)The ongoing money for the mointenonce, upkeep, ond running of the focility will
be considerqble, os opposed to o "smqll house" opprooch used elsewhere. . Where will thot
money come f rom yeor oflet year? 3) This is likely to hove s negstive impcct on other
businesses nearby. Do you really wqnt to increose the density of homeless populotion in whqt is
orguobly the busiest commerciql oreo in Sebastopol? Personolly, I hove no problem with odding
problems to the Bqrlow. f think it is q grossly over-sized grab ot property/soles tqx revenuefor
is o
the city, thot hos come ot the expense of the our smqll-town, ogricuhure-bosed feel.
tourist mognet thqt is filled with businesses thot, by ond large, ore not frequentedby
Sebostopol residents. 5o, port of me would octuolly like to see issues thot might leod to the
downfoll of the Borlow, or ot leqst leqd to bringing in businesses thot o mojority of city
residents would use freguently.

ft

I

Rebecca Mansour
From:

Kari Svanstrom

Sent:

Tuesday, December 15,202010:59 AM

lo:

Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Project Homekey SebastoPol lnn

Subject:

Follow up
Flagged

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

---------- Forwarded message
From: Charles Tack <chastack@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Dec L4, 2020 at 4:36 PM
Subject: Re: Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn

To:<una.plpss.seb@son

<drich@citvofsebas

>,<@>,<@),

>,

<p!5e!.Ce.@8Ea!l@>

Dear Councilmcmbcrs,
My name is Charles l-ack and I writc to cxprcss suppod for

the ltfqicct

l

lorrrcke

proptlsal.

I am quitc intcrested in resolving the homeless issue in the county. As a regular cyclist on the Joe Rodota trail, I often rode through
quitc
cncampment when it stretche6 a-iong the trail. I know that it was an eyesore, but my expcrience of thosc camped thcrc was

the

seemcd frien<lly an? grateful to be gathered together. I can easily imagine ftat they could also form a vjtal community
live.
at the Sebastopol Inn, even more espccially givcn how closc Park Village is where others in sirnilar circumstances

..rp."iful, They

The projeci Homekey Sebastopol Inn acquisition by the County of Sonoma provides a rcal solution to housing unshcltcred indivitluals
properties likc
during tlis pandemic using state fundingihat is oniy available until the end of this month that can be used for acquiring
unit cost
the SJbastopol Inn. Givenlhe short time frame of funding availability, there is littlc time to look for other locations' Plus, thc
of acquirin! this facility is much lower than building a facility from scratch. iibj
mcntal
This project will be managed by a nonprofit organization in partnership with the County_of Sonoma. It will address thc health,
provided
site.!i;
on
also
be
will
Security
ofthe
occupants.
necds
servicc
social
health and
a fedcrally funded health clinic and three grocery stores. Besidcs, the
ro thc City. Thc projcct is undcr thc jurisdiction of the Coun{y NOT
costs
to
mitigate
County is working with the City of Sebastopol
like West county Community Services. who are familiar with
organization
an
€mergency,
COVID
the
After
thc Ciiy of Sebasirpol.
our community and its nceds, could contract wittt ttie Counly to manags the Inn as a supportive housing facility."{!;

T'he Sebastopol Inn is an idcal

location-closc to a bus stop,

and
Opporlunities to actually solve homelcssness are quitc rare. Scbastopol residcnts have been asking for solutions io homelessness
it,
for
Please
vote
Sebastopol.
program
within
a
facility
and
to
have
a
big
opportunity
is
a
low income housing. t'tris

Thanks for taking up and considcring this issue.
Charies Tack (frorn Fircrest Ave inside city limits)

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15, 2020'1 0:58 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Opposed to Sebastopol lnn Being a Homeless Shelter

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

From: renee@rayhillrealty.com <renee @rayhillrealty.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15,2020 8:07 AM
To: Ma ry Go u rley <mgou rley@cityofseba stopol.org>
Subject: Opposed to Sebastopol lnn Being a Homeless Shelter

Sebastopol City Council and Sonoma County Board of Supervisors,
I am very sad and scared to have a homeless shelter in Sebastopol using
the Sebastopol lnn. A city the size of Sebastopol does not have the
infrastructure to provide the services needed to properly assist the

elderly homeless population planned for the site. Our police force is
small, we no longer have a hospital serving emergencies and no mental
health services. The location of the Sebastopol lnn for this purpose also
seems very odd. There is a new townhouse complex being built behind
the Sebastopol lnn. These homes are meant to house hardworking
Sonoma County citizens and it only seems obvious that the value and
desire to purchase the new homes would change given the new
neighbors. My husband and I use the businesses near the Sebastopol lnn
and they all say they are planning to relocate if this plan is implemented.
Sonoma County needs housing terribly. Why can't the Sebastopol lnn be
converted to an affordable way for hardworking individuals to buy small
condos to better support our local community and economy? The City of
Sebastopol already approved a plan for housing the homeless in the
trailer park east of the Sebastopol lnn. Could there be additional housing
added to this area instead?
I

with the homeless population. They want to be
left alone to do what they want to do where they reside. I don't know
that they even appreciate your efforts to provide them with
housing. Especially, if there are rules for living in the rooms! Sonoma
County needs to have a large area of land where small portable housing
buildings can be placed along with tents and recreational trailers for the
homeless to live. There could also be services to support them to get the
ones that are willing back on their feet. The Holiday lnn in Santa Rosa is a
good example of how this plan worked successfully. The homeless
should be required to work at the new site to support the facility and gain
valuable skills to get back into the workforce. Now that would be a plan
that is a win/win
I have had conversations

!

Very Concerned Voter,
Renee Rayhill
Resident of Sonoma County 49 years!!

2

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject;

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2A20 10:58 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I support the project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

From: Albert & Elizabeth Finn <finn@sonic.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 9:44 AM
Subject: I support the project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition
Dear Council Members,

My name is Albert Finn and I am writing in support of the project Homekey Sebestopol lnn acguisition.
please remember, the homeless are not strangers. They are community members. They could be our family or friends. Make a place for them to
live safely and with dignity in Sebastopol.

Albert Finn,
Sebastopol

1

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:

lo:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Kari Svanstrom

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 10:57 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I support the Seb lnn as the site for Project Homekey
Follow up
Flagged

From: Kate Russell <katin76@yahoo'com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 1"5, 202010:03 AM
Diana Rich
To: una.glass.seb@sonic.net; sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com; Neysa Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>;
<mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
Mary
Gourley
<drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps.sebcc@gmail.com;
Subject: I support the Seb lnn as the site for Project Homekey

Dear Councilmembers,
I am writing to express my support for the purchase of the Sebastopol lnn for Project Homekey'

around
I live in town and have 2 teenabeO children. We all spend a lot of time walking and biking all
lnn'
project
the
Sebastopol
at
Sebastopol. As a mother and citizen of our town, I fully support this
lnn
t hear that the money designated for this kind of purpose to be used to purchase the Sebastopol
needs to be earmaried or-used by the end of this month and here, in Sebastopol, is an excellent
opportunity to house 30+ more local homeless as soon as possible. The location seems very
practical, with many services available within walking distance. lt's also quite close to the Joe Rodota
ind Laguna Trails, with their access to supportive nitural wonders. Also, I am comfortable with and
gratefui-for the collaborative plan to support the people who will live there'
is
As essential workers, our family's income has been unaffected by the pandemic. Our family
our
fortunate in many ways to have had and to have some solid supports...and the more I learn about
and
stability
financial
part
emotional,
in mental,
society, the more I see how much fortune plays a
please
Homekey at the Sebastopol lnn in order
Project
of
the
establishment
support
homelessness.
to add another solid support for some our most vulnerable.
Thank you for considering this important issue and for your service to our community.
Sincerely,
Kate Thompson

Sebastopol

Rebecca Mansour
From:.
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom

Tuesday, December 15,202A B:36 AM
Rebecca Mansour

FW:Support

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

Begin forwa rded message:

From: Diana Rich <drich@citvofseba >
Subject: Re: Support
Date: December 15, 2020 at 8:30:53 AM PST
To: Helen Baum .hbaumov@eadhlink.M>
Helen: Thanks for the email, l've forwarded it to Mary Gourley who will distrlbute it to the other

Councilmemembers as well as the County representative. Diana
Please reply to: Diana Rich
Sebastopol City Council
d rich (o citvofse ba sto ncl.o rg

{707) 861-0032 (text/voice)

On Dec 15,2020, at 8:29 AM, Helen Baum <hbaungv@earthlink.lg!> wrote
I

support Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn permanent housing project.

Thank you, Helen Baum

Rebecca Mansour

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 8:35 AM
Rebecca Mansour
FW: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

From:

From: Mary Helen Franze <marvhelenTfranze@gnail'com>
Sent: Tuesday, December t5, 2A2O 8:00 AM
To: M ary Goudey <meourlev@citvofsebastapql-o rq>
Subject: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

.l am concerned

about homelessness/ vulnerability of homeless people to COVID and we must
provide housing for them.
. I understand thatlunding is only available until the end of December and can only be used for
acquiring properties like the Sebastopol lnn, and that, due to the time frame and funding
availability, tSere is no time to look for other locations. lf this opportunity is passed on, 30+
COVID-vulnerable individuals will lose the opportunity to access this housing.
. Thank you for leading on this important and challenging issue
Sincerely,
Mary Helen Franze
Sebastopol, CA 95472

1

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom

Tuesday, December 15,2A2A 7:49 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Please support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

From: Portia, LITE <lite@sonic.net>
Sent: Monday, December 3,4,202A 8:35 PM
To: una.glass.seb@sonic.net; sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com; Neysa Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich
<drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps.sebcc@gmail.com; Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
Subject: Please support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition
I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn project and encourage the Councilto approve the City's project
responsibilities so that it can move forward before funding ends later this month.
The project is a win-win for the city, the lnn owner and potential residents that will serve as a model for other

communities on how to repurpose buildings for low income housing.
Many long-term Seabstopol residents teeter on the edge of homelessness every time their share rental falls
through and they have to find a new low cost place to live. COVID-19 makes this existing need even more
urgent.
The lnn would give them their own space and free them from having to wonder when they will have to move
again. I hope it can be cooperatively managed by the residents within the structure of the non-profit

organization.
I attended

the previous meeting and hope to join tomorrow eve.

Portia
Portia Sinnott
Sebastopol

1

Rebecca Mansour
Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 7:46 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: County's Document Regarding Sebastopol lnn - Public Comment for 12/15/20 Cily

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Council Meeting

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

From: Kate Haug <kate@kurtnoble.com>
Sent: Saturday, December t7,2020 8:01AM
To: Ma ry Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
€c:
Subject: County's Document Regarding Sebastopol lnn - Public Comment for 12/15/20 City Council Meeting

12t12t20
Dear Council Members,

ln reviewing the County's Sebastopol lnn document, I have several areas which should be addressed
Reimbursement to the City
1.

2.
3.

Any figure agreed
upon by the City and County should be tied to the Consumer Price lndex so the reimbursement
increases annually with the rate of inflation as the price of goods and services rise over time;

4.
5.

The County is proposing
reimbursement of $84,686. This figure should be substantially higher as the County is actively
removing tourist dollars from our local economy. Every tourist who would stay at the hotelwould have
potentially purchased items from our stores, meals at our restaurants,
8. coffee from our cafes. We are replacing tourists with 30-60 unemployed adults with health issues
including those with "mental health and substance use issues" (page 3 of the County's document) who
will have their food delivered to them. This indicates these
9. new residents will not replace the income that tourists bring to our downtown. I would suggest the
reimbursement number be $450,000 or more once totalfinancial impact is calculated, including
increase to city services, city pensions associated with this increase
10. of city services and loss of future potential revenues due to change of use, which, by Supervisor
Hopkin's choice, did not go through our normal permitting process;
11.
12.
13. The permanent conversion
14. of a hotel to a government run facility precludes the fact that the hotel could have increased revenues
over time and thus increased its contribution of TOT. This should be factored into the final
reimbursement Price;

6.
7.

1

15.
16.

17, lt is inevitable
18. that these new 31-60 residents will have an impact on our local services including, emergency, police,
public works, library, water, sewer and parks. We should be reimbursed for any additional increases,
including our pension obligations to City workers who
19. have their hours increased due to this change of use;

20,
21.

22.ltis highly likely
23. that once businesses leave Gravenstein Station, the area will no longer be commercially occupied.
This will leave a large, vacant unattended area, requiring upkeep and maintenance. We should receive
funds to mitigate this impact to our downtown;
24.

25.
26. Supervisor Hopkin's
27. active choice lo make this autocratic decision without any community input and her choice to override
local procedures puts our downtown in a precarious position. We are now a town where the County
rides roughshod while our permitting processes for allothers
28. are cumbersome and full of obligation. As Commission Fritz said at the 12l8l21 Planning Commission
meeting, "Sebastopol is kind of known to be hard to work with." This does not bode well for downtown.
It is possible that we will have a hard time attracting
29. small businesses, development and new projects downtown given that we present a high level of risk
(the County can change the business environment at any moment without notice) and also a high
barrier to entry (a permitting process with a high level of public
30. input). We currently have a significant number of commercial vacancies downtown and throughout the
City. lt is unclear if these will ever be occupied due to the conversion of the Sebastopol lnn and
Supervisor Hopkin's disregard for our process. Thus the City
31. might be facing a permanent decrease in revenues from our downtown area and extremely slow
growth, lt seems clear that Supervisor Hopkin's decision will have a long-term financial impact that will
only be fully understood as time goes on. lt appears the City
32. will have an increase of revenue through property tax as home prices rise but could have a vacant
downtown with local residents doing their shopping online or in a location that is more appealing. Retail
is extremely competitive and to get people onto Main
33. Street, you need a compelling offering. lt is unclear how turning our only downtown hotel into a
government run housing facility will contribute to the appeal of downtown Sebatopol and whether or not
this will encourage new businesses to open and residents
34. to shop downtown.
35.

Clarity to the Document - The Countv's document is vaque and needs to be snecified.
1.

2.
3.

Are security guards
the only staff present24lT?:

4.
5,
6.
7.

When is the facility
staffed by social workers and medical professionals? The document seems to indicate these
professionals will only be onsite intermittently;

8.

L
10. What is the vetting
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 7:45 AM

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Homeless shelter at Sebastopol lnn

From: City Co u ncil <citycouncil@cityofsebastopol.org>
Sent: Sunday, December 13, 202A 12:L2 PM
To: Una Glass (una.glass.seb@sonic.net) <una.glass.seb@sonic.net>; sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com
<sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com>; Neysa Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich
<drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; 'Patrick Slayter (ps.sebcc@gmail.com)' <ps.sebcc@gmail'com>
€c:
Subject: FW: Homeless shelter at Sebastopol lnn
Good afternoon
Please see email below
Than.k yau

tr[ary Gouil.qt
lss/startl Cz.lry Ma.nagerlCi$ Clerlt I\'{MC
From: Ron Puccinelli <ronaldp@sonic.net>
Sent: Friday, December LL, 2O2A I:41 PM
To: City Counci I <citycouncil @cityofsebastopol'o rg>
SubJect: Homeless shelter at Sebastopol lnn
Curious if the County is going to reimburse the City for the Transient Occupancy Tax it will lose?
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

1

1. process for residents? There is no indication of any resident vetting. Can the City be guaranteed there

will be no residents who have been convicted of a violent crime? Can the City be guaranteed there will
be no residents who are on the sexualoffenders registry?
12. This clarity and guarantee would benefit the residents of the lnn as well as our general public;
13.

14.
15. The document has

16. no information or explicit policy regarding resident rules for smoking, pets, parking, overnight camping,
loitering, RV parking, sale and use of drugs, open container, public nuisance, litter, maintenance of
building and common areas, and noise. ln a normal
17. condition of use document, this would be addressed;
18.
19.

20. Occupancy is unclear.
21. ln one part it states that residents will be over 65 and in another part it states that residents might be
families. The document indicates that there will be over 31 people in the facility. ls there a maximum
occupancy number? lf so, what is it?
22.

Best,

Kate Haug
Sebastopol
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2020 7:23 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I supporl the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up

Flag Status:

Flagged

From: Ellie Dwight <el liedwightl-012 @gmail'com>
Sent: Monday, December t4,2O2A7:17 PM
To: Ma ry Gourley <m go u rley@ cityofsebastopol.o rg>
subject: Fwd: I support the Project Homekey sebastopol lnn acquisition
I was

told that you should also receive this letter, so thank youl

Foiwarded message
From: Ellie Dwight <elliedwiehtL0L2@smail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 1-3, 2OZA at 7:35 PM
Subject: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition
<sarahAurnev.seb@gmail'com>, <@>,
To: <@>,
<drich @citvofsebastopol.ore>, < ps.sebcc@gmail'com>

Dear Councilmembcrs,

My nanre is Ellie Dwight and I am writing to cxpress support for the Proiect Hornekey Sebastopol lrrn
proposal. Likc many olus in Sebastopol, I am very concerncd about our homelessness population, specifically
in terms of their mental and physical health, addiction issues as well as their increased vulnerability to Covid'
It is my understanding that the funding for the Sebastopol lnn is only available until the end of Decembcr and
oniy be used for Jcquiring properties like the Sebastopol lnn, and that, due to the time fratne and funding
"un
availability, there is no time to look for other locations. If this opportunity is passed on, 30+ COVIDvulnerable individuals will lose the opportunity to access this housing.
From forums like Ncxt Door and letters to the editor in thc PD, I undcrstand that there is a lot of misinformation
and fear aroun<l this initiative. We arc in fact forlunate to have an option for approximately 30 homeless whose
lives could be tumed around by warm dry safe housing as well as supportive programming. The location is
idcal.
The Sebastopol community is fond of referring to itself as Peacetown. We need to stand up an act in a truly
peaccful, planful, supportive, and inclusive way.
Thank you. I appreciate your leadership!

Ellie Dwight
1

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
IO:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 7:23 AM
Rebecca Mansour

Subject:

Fw: I support

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition

From: Wendy Ellyn <wfellyn@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14,2O2O 7:10 PM
To: Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>; una.glass,seb@sonic,net; sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com; Neysa
Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps.sebcc@gmail.com
Subject: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition
Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Wendy Ellyn. I am writing to express my strong support for the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn proposal
Like many of my fellow Sebastopol residents, I am eager for our city to engage in solutions to homelessness. lt breaks my
heart to see the growing numbers of people in our county who are unsheltered and vulnerable to COVID-19. The Project
Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition by the County of Sonoma provides a rare and timely opportunity for Sebastopol to
help address these twin epidemics.
This project provides a real solution to housing COVID-vulnerable unsheltered individuals. lt responds to an immediate
need to house people during the pandemic using State funding that is ONLY available until the end of 2020, and that can
ONLY be used for acquiring properties like the Sebastopol lnn. Due to this time frame and funding limitations, there is no
time to look for other locations. lf Sebastopol rejects this project, more than 30 people will lose a chance for this
housing.
The choice is simple: Approve this project and house 30-plus COVID-vulnerable individuals almost immediately, or do
nothing and leave them to suffer on the streets.
Please keep in mind that this project provide more than just housing. Through the County of Sonoma's ACCESS initiative,
the project will offer residents primary health carer economic assistance, food assistance, employment training and
other services to help them become self-sufficient and find permanent shelter. And it will do this in an ideal location,
with a bus stop, a federally funded health clinic, and three grocery stores within walking distance.

Thank you very much for your leadership on this critical issue. I hope that you will not be swayed by outspoken and
powerful opponents to this project who have selfish interests in mind, and will do what is best for the most vulnerable

among us.
Sincerely,

Wendy
Wendy Ellyn

Sebastopol, CA95472
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,20207:22 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn proposal

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

From: Kate Quinlan <k8quinlan@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14,2O2O 5:23 PM
To: Mary Gourley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
Subject: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn proposal

Dear Councilinembers,

My name js Kate Quinlan and I have lived in the city of Sebastopol for eigl'rteen

year:s. I love this

city and I care

deepiy about its fitture.

I also passionately suppoil the

llriSr'e

t il:.'tir1:!,r1; !i:l:i:rlrrj:*1 irr:: proposal.

As COVID has ravaged our economy, an increasing number of people have become homeless. As I'm sure you
know, homeless pcople, who are unable to shelter in place, are extremely vulnerable to COVID. We cannot turn
our backs on thcse people, hoping that some other community will step up to help them. This it a moment in
time that will reveal our character as a community; we must have the compassion and the wisdom to create
homes for those who need them.

I urge you to act swiftly. This

Kate Quinlan
Sebastopol

1

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,202A7:21 AM

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Project Homekey

Flag Status:

----Original Message----From : Nell Hergen rather <nell@nellhergenrather.com>
Sent: Monday, December t4,2O2O 4:42 PM

To: una.glass.seb@sonic.net; Sarah Gurney <sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com>; Neysa Hinton
<NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps.sebcc@gmail.com; Mary Gourley
<mgourley@cityofse bastopo l.org>
Subject: Project Homekey
Dear Councilmembers,
I was pleased

to hear that Sebastopol has an opportunity to improve the homelessness in our small town. I am writing to

you this evening to express my full support in housing unsheltered individuals during this unprecedented time in history.
I also understand that there has been some pushback from the community. I feel strongly that there is not time to bicker

about details and that whatever needs to be done to secure the momentum of this project should be done posthaste.
We will all be safer when the most unfortunate among us has the ability to care for themselves and feel secure in their
housing.
As a Sebastopol resident with three teenage daughters who work and walk downtown on the regular, I urge you to
make this happen now.

ln community,
Nell Hergenrather
Resident and homeowner at
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Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,2A2A7:21 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: SUPPORT PROJECT HOMEKEY Seb lnn acquisition

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

From: Susan McDonough <smcdonough4l5@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14,2020 4:48 PM
To; Ma ry Go u rley <mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org>
subject: Fwd: SUPPoRT PROJECT HOMEKEY Seb lnn acquisition
Dear Ms Gourley, attached is my message to the council in favor of the Sebastopol lnn being used for homeless. -Susan

McDonough
Forwarded message
From: Susan McDonough <smcdonoueh4l.5@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Dec L4,2020 at 3:54 PM
subject: suPPoRT PRoJECT HOMEKEY Seb lnn acquisition
To : <una.glass.seb@sonic.net>, <sarahqurnev.seb @gmaii,con'l),
<d rich @citvofsebastonol.ors>, < ps.sebcc@smail.com>

(@),

Subject: I support the Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn acquisition
Esteemed Cou ncilmembers,

My name is Susan McDonough and I am writing to express support for the Proiect Homekev Sebastopol lnn
proposal.
. Finally there are two decent options in SoCo that begin to address the homeless crisis.
r I understand there's a deadline: DO NOT WAIT ANOTHER MINUTE! 30 individuals or more are counting
on you to do the right thing here. How cruel for someone to suggest, in the time of COVID, that we
not go forward.
rThank you for your leadershipl Do not let these heartless people prevent an important measure like
this.
Sincerely,
Susan McDonough
Sebastopol CA

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:

lo:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,20207:21 AM
Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Expressing suppod for Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn

Follow up
Flagged

From: Sunny Galbraith <galbraithsunny@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December t4,2O2A 4:51 PM
To: Una JM Glass <una.glass.seb@sonic.net>; Sarah Gurney <sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com>; Neysa Hinton
<NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; Slayter, Patrick <ps.sebcc@8mail'com>;
Ma ry Gou rley <mgou rley@cityofse basto pol.org>

Subject: Expressing support for Project Homekey Sebastopol lnn

Dear Councilmembers,

I am writing to express my support for the Project Homekey Sebastopol
Inn acquisition. I am so happy that this project is moving forward to
provide housing and support to some of our most vulnerable community
members.

I know that you have received negative comments about this project and
will hear some negative complaints at the upcoming meeting tomolrow. I
am frankly embaffassed by those in our community who are
mischaracterizing this project as a homeless shelter and inciting fear and
prejudice in the community for vulnerable, unhoused seniors who should
be receiving our utmost compassion and concern.

In following the hornelessness crisis in our county for some time, it is
clear to me that opportunities to enact real solutions to homelessness, such
as this project, are exceedingly rare. We therefore cannot let this
opportunity pass by because of ideas about better locations which are not
reaOy to go like the Sebastopol Inn. It is also my understanding that
funding for this project will expire at the end of the December, meaning

that there is not time to take advantage of the funding at a different
location (not to mention the fact that any new location will inevitably have
detractors/ protestors of the not-in-my-backyard variety).

I have shared my opinion on the imperative to act on this project with my
fellow progressive Sebastopol activists, who have in turn expressed to me
their sincere support for this project and will be sending emails and
speaking during public comment as well. All of the committed
environmental activists that I work with in the county know the essential
connection between taking care of our natural suffoundings and taking
care of our community members. Many of us will be in attendance at
tomorrow night's meeting, and will be looking to the councilmembers to
show leadership and bravery on this issue, to not give an undue platform
to voices of fear and smallmindedness, but instead to inspire compassion
and remind us of our moral imperative to help those less fortunate. This is
what leaders do.
Thank you so much for your service to the Sebastopol Community,
Sunny Galbraith
Sebastopol

2

Rebecca Mansour
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kari Svanstrom
Tuesday, December 15,20247.'21 AM

Follow Up Flag:

Follow up
Flagged

Flag Status:

Rebecca Mansour
Fw: Support for Project Homekey at Sebastopol lnn

From: Michael Jacob <tdmj@sonic.net>
Sent: Monday, December 14,2020 4:30 PM
To: una.glass.seb@sonic.net <una.glass.seb@sonic.net>; sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com <sarahgurney.seb@gmail.com>;
Neysa Hinton <NHinton@cityofsebastopol.org>; Diana Rich <drich@cityofsebastopol.org>; ps.sebcc@gmail'com
<ps,sebcc@gma il.com>; Ka ri Svanstrom < ksva nstrom @cityofsebastopol'org>
Cc:

Subject: Support for Project Homekey at Sebastopol lnn
Dear council members,
I am in

support of the county plan to purchase the Seb lnn with State funding to create supportive housing for the

homeless.
I understand the opportunity for this deal has a very short timeframe and urge you to act swiftly to signify Sebastopol's

support prior to end of the year.
I hope you can work with the county to mitigate loss of city income including loss of TOT revenues to the extent
possible; however, my support is not contingent on gaining offset revenue once the hotel is replaced. When the new
Sebastopol Hotel project gets completed, there will be additional TOT revenue to more than offset the loss of this hotel

Thank you for your efforts in this matter and your dedication to improving lives and the citizens of Sebastopol.

Michael Jacob
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