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superplexus@icloud.com

317 Hewett Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95401

LETTER OF INTEREST

Dear Committee,
As a long-time resident of Sonoma County I have a special place in my heart for
Sebastopol. It is a community which shares my feelings about society, environment, place,
and individuality. As an artist, it has long been my intention to some day live there, though
it was out of my price range for decades.
This year, my wife and I purchased a four-acre property on Kennedy Road, where I will
build my dream sculpture studio. We intend to move to there in two years. Presently, we
are renting our new home to a friend and colleague who, along with her husband, was
forced from her home as an indirect consequence of the fires.
For thirty years I have been Instructor of Sculpture and Design at Santa Rosa Junior
College. I have seen the ebb and flow of support for the arts locally, state-wide, and
nationally. Sebastopol is truly a stalwart defender of the arts, and of sculpture in particular.
My sculptural works have followed a long trajectory, and in my current phase, I am drawn
more to public works than small private commissions. Over the last decade I have created
both indoor and outdoor sculptures which reflect my interest in interactive threedimensional labyrinths.
I have created commissioned works around the world, including Australia, Germany,
Sweden, The UK, Poland, and the United States. Most of them were for public museums.
My most recent two this year were for Scitech (in Perth Australia), and for SRJC’s 100th
Anniversary. Each of my works require an understanding of the community or individuals
who receive the works, which in subtle ways are site-specific, though my unique aesthetic
make the sculptures instantly recognizable.
For the Sebastopol Library project I would like to meet with library staff and members of
the Public Arts Committee to get a feel for what makes this location special to them. I have
impassioned feelings about the role of ‘library” in our society. I feel it is absolutely critical
that this resource is supported and developed far into the future. My sculpture would
reflect the pursuit of knowledge, and be very complex in nature made from stainless steel
mostly assembled on site and either mounted to the exterior south wall, as laid out in your
documentation, freestanding in the planter strip, or in replacement for the “Apple”.
Sincerely yours,

Michael McGinnis
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ART DESCRIPTION

My proposal is to create a large stainless steel 3-dimensional labyrinth in the style of my
STATIC Superplexus interactive sculptures. It will be designed to contain “data” specific to
the project. For example, after consultation with both library staff and members of the
Public Arts Committee, I will integrate ideas that reflect the site, our community, and the
universal purpose of the library as a repository of knowledge with free, open access.
The sculpture will be made in the form of narrow, serpentine strips, or paths, that follow an
extremely long journey over, under, behind, and on top of every surface in a never-ending
loop. In essence, it is a labyrinthian journey that can be followed with the eye. The path
will be long and involved. It may take 20-30 minutes to actually follow the entirety of the
system should a viewer be so inclined.
It is less important to actually follow the path than it is to spend time attempting to grasp
its complexity. It is a reflection of the vastness of knowledge inherent in the mission of the
library.
The surfaces will shimmer with light, and with the movement of the viewer as they walk to,
from, or past the sculpture. Like a river, the meandering path flows, but in the case of my
work, through reflection. This is achieved by making tiny scratches along the paths to
shimmer like a CD.
Spatially, the sculpture will compete in scale with the building and landscape structures

Michael McGinnis
(707) 480-9971

superplexus@icloud.com

317 Hewett Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95401

July 31, 2018

BUDGET

The sculpture would be constructed from either 18-8 or 316 stainless steel, determined
after consultation about longevity. It would be designed in CAD and reviewed by the
Committee before parts are water-jet cut at Reliable Hardware and Steel in Santa Rosa.
Each piece will be hand sanded to impart a shimmering effect, seen in examples of my
work. This is a critical step in creating a feeling of movement in the piece. I will fabricate
the structure from a web of interconnected and interlocked elements, with a minimum of
welds. All welding will either be completed by myself or by a certified stainless steel
journeyman welder. The sculpture will have as many parts as possible pre-assembled, but
will have to be assembled into its whole on-site. This should take no more that two to
three days. If necessary I will hire a crane operator, such as Precision Crane, and have a
crew of helpers as needed.
OVERALL BUDGET TOTAL- $35,000
Artist Fee (design fees, structural engineering)- My fee will be the balance of the overall
budget once all other expenses are covered
Materials Equipment and Production Costs- typically, this will be approximately
$5000-10,000
Studio Fees- none, I own my own studio
Rental /Utilities- none, I own my own studio and equipment
Transportation of Work- I will move the work in sections myself with my Sprinter Van
Installation Cost- I will pay hourly for any installation assistance needed out of the overall
budget, including crane operators
Lighting Cost- my works shimmer and appear to glow in all manner of lighting conditions,
so it may not require other lighting sources. If needed, LED lighting will be installed per
code as part of the overall budget
Insurance- (I am already insured for $2,000,000 through The Hartford)
Taxes- if it is determined that taxes need to be paid in regard to the project, I will consult
with the Arts Committee to make an amicable arrangement
Documentation- I will do my own documenting as needed
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RESUME

ART EDUCATION
• AA sculpture, Santa Rosa Junior College, 1983
• BA sculpture, Sonoma State University, 1985
• MFA sculpture, University of Kansas, 1987

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
• 30+ years teaching at Santa Rosa Junior College, including figure sculpture, beginning,
intermediate and advanced sculpture, 3-dimensional design, digital art, exhibition
management, beginning drawing, pastel drawing, furniture design, 1987 - present
• Perplexus workshop, KANEKO, in Omaha, Nebraska, summer 2017
• Sonoma Country Day School, 1993

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
• Art Gallery Exhibit Specialist, Santa Rosa Junior College, 1995 - 2009
• Independent exhibit designer/builder for Charles M. Schulz Museum, ($100K budget),
2012
• Independent exhibit designer/builder Children’s Museum of Sonoma County ($300k
budget), 2014-2016
• Inventor of the award winning Perplexus line of games, winner of over 25 international
awards, including GAME OF THE YEAR 2013, the most prestigious award in the industry,
gross sales in the $100 million range, 2002-present
• Keynote lecturer at many conferences across California, related to my sculptural work,
including ASILOMAR for Phi Beta Kappa, and many others, 2010-present

RECENT SCULPTURE COMMSSIONS
(contact information upon request, as museum staff may be in various countries)
Percorso Di Vita, long-term loan at Healdsburg City Hall (OUTDOOR STATIC), 2016
Entwined, private commission, Santa Rosa, CA (OUTDOOR STATIC) (undisclosed), 2016
Megan’s Maze, Children’s Museum in Oak Lawn, Illinois ($30,000), 2013
Interlace Goethe Institut, Goethe institut, Krakow, Poland ($8000), 2013
Giant Perplexus, Strong Museum of Play, Rochester, New York ($12,000), 2013
Interlace, Questacon, Canberra, Australia ($43,000), 2012
Circles I, corporate commission, Lund, Sweden ($30,000)
Circles II, on continuous loan to The Toyworks, Sebastopol
Circles 24” , private collection, Hawaii (undisclosed)
Luna, two commissions for a private collector in the UK ($40,000), 2016
Vortex, private collection, San Francisco ($30,000)
Luna, private collection, Larkspur ($20,000)
Athanasy, private collection, Santa Rosa (OUTDOOR STATIC), 2016
TRIQUETRA, Scitech, Perth Australia ($37,000), 2018
Veritas, Santa Rosa Junior College (OUTDOOR STATIC), 2018
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Percorso di Vita
Stainless Steel, Concrete
48” not including stand
Healdsburg City Hall
$ On Loan
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Entwined
Stainless Steel, Concrete
48” not including stand
2016
Private Commission
$40,000
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Megan’s Maze
HDPE, Acrylic, Stainless Steel
36” not including stand
Children’s Museum in Oak Lawn
$30,000
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Interlace Goethe-Institut
High grade aircraft plywood, acrylic, stainless steel
30” not including stand
Goethe Institut Krakow
$30,000
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Interlace
High grade aircraft plywood, Acrylic, Stainless Steel, Walnut
36” not including stand
Scitech, Perth, Australia
$43,000
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Circles
High grade aircraft plywood, acrylic, stainless steel
36” not including stand
2009
Questicon, Australia
$35,000

